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The Denver Developmental test is used as a screening to test for normal and abnormal development in children ages 1 month to 6 years of age. The client I used for this screening is a male who was approximately 2 years, 6 months, and 0 days of age on the day of the test. The client will be referred to as GG for this summary. GG was born exactly on his estimated date of birth by emergency C-section due to a breech position at the time of birth. GG’s height and weight are within normal limits for his age. He has no health issues and is up to date on all vaccinations. GG stays at home with his mom who is a full time housewife while her husband has a job that requires him to be out of the country for 6 months of the year. GG and his mom are together everyday on a fulltime basis. On the day of the test he was wide-awake and very active in his home where the test was performed. He performed all of the tests well, and all other information I was able to obtain by asking questions to his mother. GG passed all appropriate tests for his age range, suffers no delays, and is advanced in several areas. 


There were not to many problems and difficulties with administering the test. GG is two and therefore is a toddler. Toddlers have a short attention span and change focus very quickly (Perry, Maternal Child Nursing). Due to the fact that GG is only two it made it difficult to assess him on some of the tests that took a bit longer such as having the child name different parts of the dolls body. That part of the test took a bit longer because I had to continually refocus him. He shifted his focus very rapidly but I was able to get a lot of my data by asking questions and observing GG. Also during the time of examination GG was teething so the pain caused him to have a few outbursts of frustration and crying. The whole test took about one hour because of the outbursts and the need for redirection. He is only two so some of his fine motor qualities are still clumsy due to his age so there was some difficulty with the drawing which is normal for a toddler as many of their fine motor qualities are still developing (Perry, Maternal Child Nursing). He suffered a bit on the drawing tests. There are no cautions or delays on his test results but rather he appears to have a rather advanced set of skills, many of the skills, which are more aimed at three to four year olds GG was able to perform with ease. 


GG was a pleasure to perform the exam because he approached it like a game. He performed in several areas with ease. Some of the areas GG excelled at include language, personal/ social skills, and gross motor development. He did very well in the language and at two is already speaking in many full sentences. He is aptly able to use adjectives to describe what he sees, and with the doll he was able to name all areas pointed to after I refocused him. GG is a very active child and is very good at imitation and is very graceful for a two year old and passed all of the gross motor test such as balancing on each foot for 5 seconds which is considered normal development at 5 years of age.  He did very well in the social and personal areas, which can be largely attributed to his lifestyle of having a full time, stay at home mother who is always there to work with him. He is very at ease in all his skills that are expected at his age. 


In the area of personal and social skills GG excelled in all skills on this list up until dressing with no help. He is able to brush his teeth with almost no help except for obtaining the supplies and opening the toothpaste. He is able to perform all skills at his age line of 2 years and 6 months up to 3 years of age, which ends with him not being able to dress himself independently. He is very social, talkative, and helps around the house by throwing out his own garbage, dusting, and sweeping. An example of his personal and social skills that stood out to me occurred when he was asked what to do with the doll and the bottle. GG first put the doll in a cradle position in his arms and handed the bottle to his mother whom he asked to fill the bottle with his milk so he could feed the baby. I was very impressed by the order in which he performed the steps and his politeness when he asked his mother for the milk. He was in the 90th percentile for all social and personal skills at and behind his age line, and for his advanced skills he was in the 50th percentile because the skills were past his expected age skills in areas such as putting on a tee shirt and naming friends.


For the next part of the test we moved onto fine motor skills. He was again the 90th percentile for all skills at and behind his age line. GG is very close to being 3 years old so he is able to perform most skills up to the age 3 years and 6 months. He was in the 50 and 25th percentile for the skills that he was able to pass up to 3 and half years old. He started not being able to perform the skills that required drawing or fine hand movements such as copying the square, however he was able to pick out the longer line on the line test. He is developmentally normal in this area if not a bit advanced to the age of 3 due to his skill with the thumb wiggle and the tower of cubes. Fine motor was a bit of a harder area to assess on GG because he required refocusing from the many distractions because most of these skills required him to think a bit harder 


Language is by far GG’s best area. He is in the 90th percentile for all age appropriate expectations such as naming 4 pictures and colors, which is a normal expectation that 90 percent of all children pass. His speech is all-understandable which puts in him the 50th percentile for that language skill which is an area usually only 50 percent of children his age pass. He excels rather well here in that he able to describe objects with several adjectives, and he is able to count the blocks up to the number 7. Some of the tests which are not required of someone his age he is able to successfully perform such as naming 4 colors or counting up to 5 which is not expected until ages 3 to 4. He did very well in this area and I was able to assess most of this by listening to him and looking at books and pictures on the back of test and the body part naming with him. GG excels well in the language arena.  


The gross motor area had the fewest tests to be performed and was also one of the easiest areas to assess in regards to GG. I performed this battery of tests last because I was able to take him outside. He is the 90th percentile for all skills expected of a two and a half year old. He is surprisingly graceful for a two year old and controls his gross motor movements such as running in a very controlled manner. He was able to hop and jump with no problem. The hopping was a bit uncoordinated due to his age but he was still able to perform this skill, which is not expected to until age 3. He suffers from no deficits in this area and is well developed in his gross motor skills. I found it easier to get him to perform the balance tests, jumping, and hopping through imitation. GG mimed almost any action either his mother or I would make. GG suffered no delays or cautions through any of his tests. 


In conclusion GG is developed appropriately for his age. His test behavior was typical for his age of 2 due the fact that toddlers are known for their short attention span. He complied with all tests after one or two tries because he had to be redirected but he was able to successfully comply with all tests within the one-hour time frame. GG was very interested in his surroundings, or very alert to them but remained focused on most of the tasks, and displayed no fearfulness due to the fact that the test was performed in his home with his mother. GG has also known me for all of his two years of life, which made administering the test much easier. The only test behavior, that caused some delays were related to his attention span that was somewhat distractible which required some redirecting and distraction. GG was also cutting teething at the time of the test so he was in some pain that caused a few temper tantrums, however they ended very quickly. For all skills in the different areas at and around his age line GG is in the 90th percentile. This means that he is average and appropriately developed because 90 percent of children pass at the same age because it is a normal part of development at this age. He was able to advance to skills that were not expected for at least another six months to a year in all areas, which put him in the 50th and 25th percentile for many of the skills because it is not as common for children of his age to have acquired these skills yet. Language was by far his most developed area his speech is all clear and understandable. GG can use many full sentences and describes objects appropriately right down to my eye color. The directions and steps on the back were all performed with passing except when it came to defining the objects such as the lake and the desk. GG’s language, personal/ social, and fine/ gross motor skills are all within the expected percentile at his age range or above at some of the more advanced skills at greater ages. Two year olds are highly distractible, but with simple redirection and a familiar environment in this scenario I was able to successfully complete the test to find a normally developed child with no delays or cautions. 
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