Intro to agency:
· The agency I chose to visit and do some research on is the Sandusky Public Library and is free and open to the public. The library is open six days a week and is typically open from ten in the morning to five or eight at night. It is part of the Clevenet consortium that serves over 9 counties and 31 library systems. This service allows the sharing of books, movies, and information to libraries within the system. Sandusky’s library is a large facility that provides a variety of services beyond the typical book and movie rentals. They offer programs and classes for children, teens, and adults. They offer genealogy research, local history information, as well as local information. The library offers a variety of classes and programs that are open to the public and typically only require registration, and for children require an adult to be present if they are under the age of ten. Library cards are available for free for everybody and work like a credit card. With a simple library card a person gains access to the books, movies, and the internet. Also the library offers EBOOKS for rent for people who want to download them onto mobile devices to read. One of the main features of the library is the Homework Center that provides tutoring, computer access, and assistance with assignments. The library is a safe environment for children. The facility is run by employees and volunteers.  Sandusky’s library offers a wide variety of services for everybody and is very enthusiastic about helping in the community. 
What is the purpose of the agency?:

· The library is a wonderful agency whose purpose is to serve the community. The library is funded by public sources and is available to all of the public. It is open to all members of the community and they are able to access the entire collection by acquiring a free library card. A library is there to encourage learning, education and reading for everyone by offering a variety of services to everyone such as story hour, computer access for those who don’t have access to one, tutoring, reference information, teaching plans, reading programs, and booklists. It is safe environment that is easily accessible for every member of the community. Sandusky library offers education classes, DVD’s, books, movies, and electronic books. There wide variety of services are a public service that is free of cost meant to encourage learning in a variety of manners that can be accessed by a variety of ages and socioeconomic classes because it is a free and public institution. 
Who does the agency serve?:

· The agency serves everybody in the community. The library is used by children, teens, and adults. All members of the area are able to access the library as it is open to the public and equally serves everyone. Many of the services are available such as internet access to renting books by acquiring a free library card. There are services and programs that are available for each age group that are tailored especially for them. 
What types of services are provided?

· The library offers a variety of services for children, teens, and adults. 

· The library is involved in the Clevenet system which allows sharing of books, music, movies, and other programs 

· Some of the services offered for adults include:

· Free computer classes for beginners covering topics such as Microsoft word, PowerPoint, Excel, Internet Searching, and even basic typing

· Tax form assistance

· Book Clubs

· Family Movies

· Volunteer Opportunities

· Classes on using the internet for specific purposes like EBAY

· Hobbies or Craft classes like knitting, sewing, or scrapbooking 

· There are even some beginners language classes

· Educational services for parents and kids including tutoring, reference materials, study tables, and computer access that is run by volunteers, and retired teachers

· Services for children include:

· Assistance with school assignments at the Homework Center. The homework center is a main feature of the library and offers computer access, reference materials, teacher and parent lessons, study tables, tutoring that is provided by teens, peers, volunteers, and some retired teachers. 
· Story time which is aimed at different age groups. The library offers toddler story time which is specifically aimed at working on gross motor movement and language. Preschooler story time is aimed at social skills, language skills, and encouraging reading. These are offered on a weekly basis with a simple sign up registration. There is also music and family story time which is a group involved story time that is meant for peers and family as a way to spend time together. 

· They had kid friendly computer stations as well as classes on typing and searching the web with safe access due to the children’s age

· School services for students and teachers which includes:

· Teacher Totes which are curriculum plans 
· - Story time Totes for kindergarten and first graders

· - Science Totes which includes interactive books, games, puppets, tapes, and activities.)  

· - Every Child Ready to Read Totes are divided into two categories:  Birth-2 years and 3-5 years.  Consist of books, activities, and supporting materials to help a parent or teacher teach one of six essential pre-reading skills.

· - Informational Videos 
· - Big Books

· - Programs and tours 

· - Educational CD-ROMs 

· - Educational Magazines 

· - Free Internet Access
· Reading programs like All star readers and Paws to Read where children plays games, read to each other, and discuss books that they have read

· They put a lot of emphasis on Every Child to Read, which is a promotional program that encourages and offers assistance with helping a child learn to read or at least to begin to read independently. 
· Also there are game days, movies, crafts, collections, and Lego building day. 

· Some services for teens include:

· The homework center where they can work on assignments or volunteer to help

· Volunteer opportunities

· Game day, collections, movies, and age appropriate book lists 

· There are several community links sponsored by the library that raise awareness to local programs or events that are occurring or links for tourism and academics 

Where does the funding come from?:

· Sandusky public library has a variety of funding methods which include State and Federal funding, donations, grants from various companies, and local government support. I was told that in essence your tax money pays for the library and their services. I was surprised to learn about how many people actually donate to the library. They gain donations through legacies and memorials or companies that donate money to the library. They also just started an online donation services to help encourage people to donate and in return they are able to gain a tax deduction. Many people volunteer time and money to help run the library as tax cuts have had an effect on the amount and availability of services that they are able to provide. 
How can nurses utilize or benefit from?:

What did you benefit or learn from this project?:

· I picked the library out of a suggestion made by the instructor. It stood out to me because I never realized all the things that the library has to offer. This library in particular has so many different services to offer. They have everything from computer classes to homework assistance and tutoring. I had no idea how many different things they have to offer and I was glad to learn about all of them. I have a love of books, but this really opened my eyes to how many things the library offers to the community. This is a great resource that can be suggested to all parents and children, or adults because of the variety of programs for each age group. Also I think the most important thing is that it is available to everyone in the community free of charge so that everyone has access to it. The scope of the work they do makes me realize how important the library is and how easily I forgot about it. 
Summary of agency:

