Notes for Childbirth Education
Chemical induction versus mechanical induction
Mechanical would be the amniotomy
Chemical would be the use of Prostaglandins/Cytotec and Pitocin
Who gets prostaglandins?
· Based on the Bishop Score
· A scale with a range of 0 to 13 to determine whether or not it is a good idea to induce the mother
· Factors measured are dilation each one is scored between 0-3
· Dilation
· Effacement
· Station
· Cervical consistency
· Cervix position
Prostaglandins are naturally occurring in the body and are needed for many system functions including allowing the uterus to contract
Some of the benefits for prostaglandins would be the cost; cheaper than Pitocin administration; less invasive; no IV
Pitocin
Oxytocin is naturally occurring in the body and again stimulates uterine contractions
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