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Medcompare.com is a website that provides the latest information on new medical products. It offers this information directly to healthcare professionals via email updates, internet accessibility and even direct contact with sales representatives. One can find product comparisons on FDA approved equipment, as well as specifications, photos, profiles and videos of this medical equipment. This website is meant to save time for medical professionals on gaining the knowledge and education of the latest and greatest in medical equipment and devices. According to Zerwekh & Garneau, "what was once considered only work for the QI department is now brought to the front-line workers, who can best affect the outcomes." (Zerwekh & Garneau, 2012) This website is doing that by providing this information directly to the healthcare professional who will be using said equipment. It is meant to streamline information in a way that is understandable and relevant to its audience. I believe that this website is targeting physicians more so than nurses from the standpoint of "selling" a product. This is set up sort of like a consumer reports for medical equipment and devices primarily implemented by physicians. This would be an informative and useful site for nurses however from the standpoint of being educated for their patients. When a physician quickly explains to the patient what is about to be given to them it then falls on the nurse to be able to further educate that patient. It is also valuable information in knowing what to expect in your patient after one of these new devices has been used on your patient. 
1.      Authority
This website is run by Bo Purtic, PhD, MBA Managing Director and Piera Damonte Senior Editor. There are no particular authors listed however the Terms of Use for Medcompare explain the source of information as follows, " The Content on the Site contains content that we create as well as content provided by third parties, including, among other things, product reviews, white papers, multimedia files, and information about products and services offered by parties other than Medcompare such as product descriptions, specifications, pricing, availability, and performance." (Medcompare 2013) The professional qualifications of the director and editor are listed but nothing more. There is a contact information for the company as a whole through mail, phone, fax or email. This site is indeed copyright protected from 2003-2013 as Medcompare.com. 
2.      Timeliness and continuity
The site was created in 2003. It does not specifically indicate when it became active on the web. This website does not say when it is updated, nor when the links are updated. Each product has a link to its vender page and those links appear to be up to date and functional. The version and date of data collection is not specified. 
3.      Purpose
The targeted audience for this website are medical professionals and the Terms of Use further specify that, " This Site is not intended for use by anyone not able to legally form binding contracts. If you are not able to legally form binding contracts, you may not use the Site or submit information about yourself to the Site." (Medcompare 2013) The goals/aims/objectives are clearly stated on the "About Medcompare' page. (http://www.medcompare.com/about.asp)
4.      Content: accuracy and objectivity
The content provided does meet its purpose as a comparative site. It takes the information on a single product from multiple vendors and summarizes it in a side by side comparison for the medical professional to easily educate themselves on a particular product. The disclaimer on this site states that they are not liable for the information provided, rather they are merely an informational forum with information taken from other parties such as the equipment vendor directly. The cited sources are verifiable by simply clicking on the link provided to access the vendor site. The value of the content is exactly what is intended, it offers the pertinent information on a device in order to make a side by side comparison and it is not biased, Medcompare merely transfers the data from the vendor site to their own. There are advertisements on this site. 
5.      Structure and access
The site loads very quickly. The multimedia and graphics on this site are specific to the product being reviewed such as an image or video to educate the audience so it does serve a specific and useful purpose. This website is very straightforward with its design and information. It is creative from the standpoint that they are streamlining an immense amount of information to make an educated decision on which medical devices are worth investigating further. It is interactive from the standpoint that the audience picks their specialty area and can browse or search the devices and then the link for the product vender is provided. The site is not intuitive, there are no icons and it is not secure. There is a privacy policy alerting the audience specifically to what can be done with the information given to this website. 
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	NCA III - Management
Response scores will be totaled and a percentage calculated each week. This is part of classroom discussion time; participation in weekly online theory discussion is required. Be aware that weekly online activities are being utilized to replace class time. Therefore if you do not complete your weekly activity you will be counted absent. Your weekly discussion scores will be averaged and count as one unit test grade.
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	  Points
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	Timely contribution to discussion.
	Response questions posted by Friday at 0800.
	N/A
	Response not posted by due date. No response &/or use of disrespectful/inappropriate language.
	3/3

	Knowledge of topic.
	Exceptional depth of knowledge reflected by summarizing and evaluating website for a possibility of 2 points will be awarded for each:
1. Authority
2. Timeliness and continuity
3. Purpose
4. Content: accuracy and objectivity
5. Structure and access
	No depth of knowledge reflected in responses.  Frequently uses brief responses that offer no new ideas. 
	No responses &/or use of disrespectful or inappropriate language.
	10/10

	Professionalism
	Uses correct grammar and punctuation. Is respectful of others in discussion and response.
	Grammar and punctuation with some errors. 
	No responses &/or use of disrespectful or inappropriate language.
	3/3

	 References
	 Internally cites use of references. References from the internet are reputable websites.  No blogs or opinion websites used.
	Offers no citations or incomplete citations.
	No responses &/or use of disrespectful or inappropriate language.
	3/3
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Great Job as usual Megan.

