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[bookmark: _GoBack]            I am reviewing the website for the Mayo Clinic (www.mayoclinic.com). “Mayo Clinic developed gradually from the medical practice of a pioneer doctor, Dr. William Worrall Mayo, who settled in Rochester, Minn., in 1863. His dedication to medicine became a family tradition when his sons, Drs. William James Mayo and Charles Horace Mayo, joined his practice in 1883 and 1888, respectively.” The Mayo Clinic was founded in 1889 by William Worrall Mayo and one of his sons, Charles Horace Mayo.
Mayo Clinic's Mission: To inspire hope and contribute to health and well-being by providing the best care to every patient through integrated clinical practice, education and research (www.mayoclinic.org/goverence/index.html).
            The clinic is governed by a board of trustees that encompasses its’ mission and positions are held by MD’s and PhD’s respectively. The members have obtained prestigious awards which are listed. The directors and officers are elected by the board. Credentials are listed or can easily be accessed. A list of governing bodies follows:
A. Board of Trustees 
B. President/CEO 
C. Mayo Clinic Board of Governors/Executive Committee of Board of Trustees 
D. Mayo Clinic Management Team             

            The website appears to be created in 2001 (copyright listed is 2001-2011). The site is continuously updating information, statistics and overall general medical health questions can be answered. Contact phone numbers are also listed and easily accessible. Articles can be accessed through Pub Med that is written by renowned physicians employed by the clinic sites in Minnesota, Florida and Arizona.
            The purpose and objectivity of the website is to make medical information accessible to the public, and the medical community, with the confidence of accuracy, up to date information, and the ability to even submit questions or concerns. Through the website, persons can obtain physician names and contacts, answers to medical questions, seek signs and symptoms of diseases, and even make appointments and pay on accounts. Its’ overall purpose was generated to increase public knowledge and awareness of the newest research and clinical trials, for educational purposes for medical staff, and offer the newest technology available.
            The content and accuracy of this site is current, accurate and reliable. The blogs available on the site are written by physicians with their credentials listed within the content. The blogs that I reviewed were very informative, addressing day to day health issues, providing information on a variety of health topics, and some as current as March 23 speaking on cancer. There are not any advertisements unless they are medically related and educational, and can be easily accessed along the side bar.
            The main website structure is very user friendly and just about anyone could easily find the information they would be seeking. The site loads up instantly without any delay, and each tab within the site also loads efficiently and easily.
            When evaluating this website using the CARS checklist (Zerwekh & Garneau,  Nursing Today pg. 528), our text states that few sources will meet the criteria. I feel the “good” of this website is that it does meet the CARS credibility, accuracy and reasonableness, and information found definitely can be supported through other sources. The site is also compliant with HONcode standard for assuring it is a reputable and trustworthy site.
            It is difficult to address any “bad” or “ugly” regarding this site. The overwhelming information could possibly be looked at as bad. As Penny stated, when you entered the word pneumonia from the home page, thousands of articles on pneumonia were available. The only other possibility of “bad” or “ugly” I could remotely think of, was providing too much information to some people that may not understand the material they are researching. For some, a little knowledge can be a dangerous thing they say.
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