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7117 Mason Road
Sandusky, OH 44870-9325

March 28, 2013

The Honorable Randy Gardner
Senate Building

1 Capital Square, 2nd Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Senator Gardner:

My name is Kristin Davis, and I live in Sandusky. I am writing to urge you to support laws
which help to reduce the number of fatalities and serious complications that occur due to
overdoses of prescription painkillers. According to the Ohio Department of Health's Office of
Vital Statistics, drug overdoses in Ohio increased by 372% from 1999-2010:. Delaying the
administration of naloxone can result in fatalities, as well as brain and respiratory complications
requiring hospital admissions. An inpatient hospital stay for treating an opioid overdose can
exceed $10,000. Fatalities due to overdoses cost the state of Ohio nearly $5 million dollars
annually. Allowing first responders to administer the naloxone to patients in the field improves
recovery rates, and reduces the complications that may require further medical care. A $6 dose
can reverse the effects of an overdose in 2-8 minutes.

Please vote in favor of S.B. No. 57 when it comes to a vote in the Ohio Senate. Similar
programs in North Carolina, New York, and Chicago have resulted in significant decreases in
fatalities for opioid overdoses. A program like this will not only reduces the number of Ohioans
who die from an overdose each year, it will also save the State of Ohio and taxpayers a
significant amount of money through reducing medical care needed to treat these

patients. Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, and for your consideration of this bill.

Thank you,
Hutin Davs

Kristin Davis .






