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Summary:   
      The Healthline web site provides readers with information on health. This information can be as specific as a search for the word, “Cancer,” or it can be limited to just a random search of their latest news articles, updates and blogs. Healthline’s overall mission is to improve the health of others through use of information.
     In searching the word cancer, the site automatically generated 21 topics all of which included over 4,900 hits. These links provided pictures, articles, videos, blogs and more, making the content easily understandable for those with no prior medical background, or terminology.
     In researching this website I found that it is solely for information purposes only, with no verification of accuracy in relation to sources. According to ATI Nursing Leadership and Management, “The quality of client care provided is directly related to the education and competency level of health care providers” (ATI, 16). Because this is so crucial it is very important that nurses and health care providers alike ensure that their resources and information tools taken from the internet come from credible sources that are accurately verified. According to Nursing Today Transition and Trends, “It is important to encourage patients to focus their internet searching endeavors to well known reputable sites” (Zerwekh, 527). This site overall acts as a research tool allowing a general overview of health care information, which can be informative, and even fun, but readers must keep in mind that it may not necessarily be accurate.
Authority: 
    The Healthline website states, “Healthline’s mission is to improve health through information.” They continue to state, “Our goal is to educate and empower our users with relevant and responsible information in order to foster better communication between doctors and patients” (Healthline, 2013). While they claim accuracy of their content under the about Healthline.com link, if you investigate further, they later claim that the information provided is solely for information purposes only, and that there is no endorsement of the information provided within.    
     In terms of accuracy, there is no, one specific author, for the site, there are however articles taken from breaking news, as well as peer reviewed articles, health advisories, drug and product launches as well as physician’s blogs.  Healthline claims, “A board-certified physician reviews every original article that contains medical information for accuracy, appropriateness of medical language, and proper characterization of the findings. An editor then edits the article for style, flow, punctuation, and readability. Finally, the story moves from editing to publishing, where it is converted to HTML and published to the site” (Healthline, 2013).
Timeliness and Continuity: 
    In researching the origination date I was only able to go back as far as 2005 from which the site was copyrighted, although nothing was stated as that being the actual date of origination. The last update to the site was made on March 28, 2013. The links are all very functional and up to date. No version given.
Purpose: 
    The targeted audience is the general public, and those interested in healthcare topics in general. The purpose is to address healthcare topics, questions, and concerns and provide medical information to the general public. The goals and objectives are clearly stated. 
Content: 
    Accuracy and Objectivity: The information provided does in fact meet the purpose for the mission of the site. Each accessible link has information regarding who is accountable for reviewing the information provided. However, in the fine print under the site’s guidelines, it’s stated that the site cannot be held liable for the information provided, and that it is for information purposes only. The content does relate to my topic; however it does not guarantee the accuracy of the information surrounding my content. No the site is not biased, and it does contain advertisements. 
Structure and Access: 
    The site does load quickly, there are limited graphics, and art in relation to the page itself, but it is full of very busy advertisements, and accessible video links. The links used on the home page serve a purpose in relation to their content; overall I’d say it’s very unprofessional as a medical site due to all the busy advertisements and graphics. No, I really don’t believe there is an element of creativity on the part of the site, all the creativity lies within the advertisements which take away from the fact that it is a site for informational purposes. The navigation is very easy and there is appropriate interactivity. This is not a secured site.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly:
  Upon typing in the word, “Cancer,” a drop down box with 21 cancer related topics appears. The site then takes you to a page with topics such as Cancer, What Cancer Is, Lung Cancer Treatment, Caner Types, and Transitional Cell Cancer etc. all of these titles are attached to links. Some of the links include videos, others are just informational. The word cancer pulls up 4,977 results on this site alone. 
   The good thing about the site is that it’s very user friendly. It is easily accessible and makes for an easy search of the content of your choice. The videos add a nice touch as it breaks up the monotony of having to read everything.
   The bad is that there are a lot of advertisers, and in each link you have the option to tweet, and or use facebook which does not give me the feeling that this site is very creditable for obtaining information. Additionally I also found the advertisements to be distracting, as it takes away from your ability to focus on the content at hand.
   The ugly was discovered through research, in one area of the site they state that a board certified physician reviews everything for accuracy. However, upon further investigation I found that the information on the site is to be used only for information purposes only. They continue to state, “Healthline does not recommend or endorse any specific tests, physician, products, procedures, opinions, or other information that may be mentioned on the site. Reliance on any information provided by Healthline, Healthline employees, others appearing on the Site at the invitation of Healthline, or other visitors to the Site is solely at your own risk” (Healthline, 2013). So while you can find anything you ever wanted to know about cancer you cannot guarantee that the information provided is accurate, nor can the site providing it.  
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