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Chapter 16 Discussion: Kristin Davis
1. Do you believe that health care is a right, or is it a commodity (such as cars and shoes) to be allocated by the marketplace? If so, why? If not, why not?
	Health care is a human right.  The United Nations developed a list of rights in 1948 that were afforded to all humans.  This law guarantees the right to “the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health”.  Included in the right to health is the right to a system of health protection, the right to prevention, treatment, and control of diseases, access to essential medicines, maternal, child, and reproductive health, equal and timely access to basic health services, the provision of health-related education and information, and participation of the population in health-related decision at the local and national level.  All services, goods, and facilities are required to be available, accessible, attainable, and of good quality. (Right to Health, 2008) Unfortunately, the United States does not recognize health care as a human right; it is still treated as a commodity.  We are the only industrialized nation that does not provide universal access to health care for all citizens.  The U.S. is also the largest spender on the cost of health care for its citizens, yet millions are left without access to care.  I think that the United States has fallen behind in providing protections for its citizens.

2. The World Health Organization states that health care is one of the fundamental rights of every human being. However, how much health care is a right? Who should pay for those who cannot afford to pay for their own care? How much of your own salary would you be willing to part with to care for someone else? 
		According to the WHO, each nation is held to providing the best possible care that it can manage, to the maximum of their resources.  (Right to Health, 2008)  While a third world country obviously cannot provide the same level of care as can the United States, they are required to use all resources available.  This does result in a type of “rationing”, which many U.S. citizens do not approve of.  However, care in our current system is rationed in many ways, by many different organizations.  It seems that the best way to implement this system is through a single system that all citizens pay a premium to, based on their ability to pay.  When care is needed, it is paid out of the universal pool.  This means that everyone gets care that is of the highest standard, regardless of their ability to pay.  It seems, based on the systems implemented in other countries, this type of system can provide more services, at a lower cost, and with less waste.  I can’t say that I could afford to pay any more of my salary than I already do towards another person’s care.  However, I would have no problem with paying into a universal fund, if it guaranteed high quality care to all citizens of the United States.
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	Timely contribution to discussion.
	Response questions posted  and respond to 2 classmates by Friday @ 0800. 
 
	N/A
	Response not posted by due date. No response &/or use of disrespectful/inappropriate language.
	__1__

	Knowledge of topic.
	Exceptional depth of knowledge reflected by evidence of reading text along with additional readings. Responses reflect much thought, offering new ideas for discussion. 
	No depth of knowledge reflected in responses.  Frequently uses brief responses that offer no new ideas. 
	No responses &/or use of disrespectful or inappropriate language.
	__3__

	Professionalism
	Uses correct grammar and punctuation. Is respectful of others in discussion and response.
	Grammar and punctuation with some errors. Is respectful of others in discussion and response
	No responses &/or use of disrespectful or inappropriate language.
	__3__

	 References
	 Internally cites use of references. References from the internet are reputable websites.  No blogs or opinion websites used.
	 Offers no citations or incomplete citations without both internally citing a reference and including it in the reference list.  Internet resources are from nonreputable or are blog or opinion websites.  If the references cited are unable to be located it is counted as not being cited.
	No responses &/or use of disrespectful or inappropriate language.
	__3__
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Good job on the post but unfortunately I did not see any responses to two group members as was requested for full credit this week. 

