Authority

The word we are evaluating is cancer and the website is www.uptodate.com.  The topics available for viewing are wide and varied; there are 150 topics on the subject of cancer available.  The authors are MDs and other specialists with advanced degrees.  One example of a topic for viewing is “Carcinoma of the penis:  Epidemiology, risk factors, staging and prognosis.”  The authors are: Curtis Pettaway MD, Jerome Richie MD, and Don Dizon MD.  The authors’ areas of expertise are not mentioned, but I assume them to be urologists.  The site is copyright protected with this topic copyrighted in 2013.  I find all of the topics for review in this site to be very current as most are copyrighted in 2012 or 2013.  The site’s currency is one of its best qualities.

Timeliness and Continuity
	
The material for this article is current through February of 2013 and was last updated in January of 2013.  One of the bad qualities of this site is that no mention is made of when the articles are created; however up-dates are available.  The links are all functional and the data for “Carcinoma of the penis…” was gathered between approximately 2000 and 2010.  Even though we know the information to be timely and the update to be current, it’s unfortunate that the actual publishing date of the article is not made available to us.  Nonetheless, the site and articles contained in it do pass the CARS checklist as described in Zerwekh:
“C – Credibility; A – Accuracy; R – Reasonableness; S – Support.” 
(Zerwekh 528)

Purpose
 	
The target audience is anyone interested in cancer and its many forms.  The purpose of the article I chose to review is to brief medical health personnel on the subject of penile cancer.  The goals/aims and objectives of this article are clearly stated; the risk factors, staging and prognosis of penile cancer are thoroughly examined.  The clinical presentation, pathologic features, diagnosis, and treatment of penile cancer are covered separately.

Content:  Accuracy and Objectivity

	The information provided meets the purpose, and the authors are to be held accountable for their study.  Their sources are listed and appear to be from reputable journals.  My interest in the subject of penile cancer is purely academic.  While I was browsing the list of topic subjects, penile cancer struck me as one of interest.  The site does not appear to be biased and contains no advertisements.  All in all, the accuracy and objectivity of the site is not in question.

Structure and Access

	The site loads quickly and has no multimedia, graphics or art; thus, it is inherently not aesthetic.  There is no element of creativity, but the navigation is intuitive because it is so plain.  It is quite easy to negotiate as there are no distractions.  It is not a secured site.
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