1. Describe your time at the Infusion Center.

My time at the infusion center was very educational I was able to learn a lot about the services they provide and the special certifications some of the nurses have. I was there from 12-4 and there were not very many patients to see but I was able to look at all the different medications they are able to provide for outpatients. Some of these include antibiotics, vitamins, Hep C meds, and blood administration. We spent our time caring for patients mostly on antibiotics. I got to see a few ports accessed and was able to complete a central line dressing change. It was a very educational experience and I was able to pick up a few tricks for IV starts and infusion of medications. A few of the patients came in for wound care. I was able to help dress an axillary abscess which I had never seen before. Some of the patients come in for both infusions and wound care. All of the nurses are skilled in both areas. 

2. What is the role of the Infusion Nurse?

Infusion nurses are responsible for a few things and are very skilled and specialized in what they do. They are responsible for the care and administration of intravenous infusions. They access IV lines, ports, PICCS, Central Lines, and start peripheral IV’s. They have to be able to understand the different medications and the way they must be infused in order to be successful in this area. The nurses are very skilled in starting and maintaining infusions. They administer many medications and know trouble shooting for many of the reactions. They also provide a lot of education on the medications and lifestyle changes for the patients to make in order to help with their current health diagnosis. Many of the nurses in the infusion center are also very skilled at dressing and wound care as many of the patients come for outpatient infusions and wound care. 
3. Describe how this unit is unique?

This unit is unique because they provide many services as an outpatient facility that many patients would normally have to have done while as an inpatient. Many people come for the infusion of medications such as antibiotics that they may need on a regular basis like every 12 hours for 14 days or so. They are available during the day almost every day of the week if there are enough people who also need infusions. Otherwise they are able to send clients to the floor for infusions without having to admit them. This is a wonderful option for people who need infusions but are not sick enough to be admitted to the hospital but are stable enough to be discharged. It saves many people money because they do not have to be admitted to the hospital. Also they are able to provide wound care simultaneously for patients who need it. It is a nice place to come for an infusion and come home. The nurses are all highly skilled in infusion and intravenous devices. It saves patients time and money due to the outpatient function of the unit. 














4. Was this experience beneficial? Why or why not? 

This was a very beneficial experience because I was able to learn many new skills and tricks for IV therapy and I will be able to educate patients on it as an option should they need some of the services they provide. I was able to practice many of my basic skills such as dressing changes for central lines, and PICCS. It was nice to be able to practice some of my wound care skills. Overall it was so nice to see all the wonderful things that they do at the infusion center and learn some tricks for infusing medications. This is another great option as a career and specializing for nurses. 
