Promoting Healthy Family Functioning
At this stage in the preschooler’s life they are at the psychosocial stage of development that deals with Initiative vs. Guilt. 
Developing a conscience which implies there has been learning of the sociocultural mores of the family’s heritage. (Perry 1044)
The main subject matter is them deciding whether they are good or bad. These questions get answered by the parents.  And that is because the child will want reassurance from you regarding their actions. They will ask you after doing something if you think if it is okay or it that bad.  So again they are looking to you to help them make those calls. 
With all of the initiation going on at this stage of development the preschoolers are deciding in which aspects of life they can have control over. 
This control that they are seeking can sometimes get them into trouble when they cross boundaries that the parents have set forth.  And this is where parents also need to be consistent with the punishments as well as what type of behavior gets rewarded. 
Also during this time they are learning how to lead within their peer groups as well as in the home.  And I know firsthand because,
If my daughter sees me folding clothes or putting dishes always she will jump in there and tell me that she has got it, and will do everything to shove me out of the way so she can show me what a big girl she is.
Children need to begin asserting control and power over the environment. Success in this stage leads to a sense of purpose. Children who try to exert too much power experience disapproval, resulting in a sense of guilt. So that goes back to Erickson’s Initiative vs. guilt. 
Children at this stage also pick up on the family’s approved behaviors, and will also absorb how to be tolerant, biased, or prejudicial concerning their ethnic, religious, and social background of those similar to them. 
This does not usually become apparent until they are interacting with children who are from different backgrounds.  So it is for each individual family to decide what is acceptable for the social setting. 
In a healthy family setting children may play out family matters with the use of dolls, play objects as well as drawings, which are most likely all stick figures.  They are acting out different fears, fantasies and anxieties with play that represents each member of the family. (Perry 1046)
So if you watch them while they are playing you may see one doll kissing the other before they go off to work and carrying a little “supposed lunch box”. Or my favorite is them asserting their authority over the dolls. They will punish them and tell them to go to time out. It is really funny to see that actually, because it makes you wonder if that’s what you look like.  So they are mocking situations they have seen before. 
If you ask a child what they want to be when they grow up they may say the occupation that mom or dad currently holds. So it is very important that you keep the choices as well as actions that you make in mind because while you may think no one is watching, they are.  
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