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Debriefing Questions

1. What occurred during your scenario? During our scenario we had a child who was suffering from a cough and SOB.  It did have a fever which was currently under control.  During our shift the baby did have some trouble with her O2 level.  She was on RA to begin with but when sats dropped into 80’s we were required to apply O2 at 2L with a mask.  Another problem that occurred during our shift was the baby did develop a fever which was resolved with Tylenol. 
2. After obtaining report, what information did you feel was important to collect?  Immediately after report, I felt that the most important thing to obtain was the child’s vital signs.  With the previous fever and low O2 levels, making sure that they were stable was the most important thing to do. 
3. Explain how you focused your observation to uncover useful information? We focused our observation on the vital signs first which informed us that the child’s O2 level was dropping and also showed a fever.  Other things that were useful was just to look at the child and listen to her.  I could visibly see that the child was starting to struggle more to breath and was having some sternal retractions.  Lungs sounds were also getting worse at this time which all together informed me that the child was struggling. 
4. Explain what deviations from normal that you recognized to guide your assessment? We noticed the diminishing O2, fever, sternal retractions and worsening lung sounds. 
a. How were these deviations different than what you would find in an adult patient with a similar type of issue? The biggest thing that I noticed that is different than a adult is the time it takes to go from “good” to “bad”.  The child seemed fine at first and in a matter of minutes, the child’s sats dropped. Also, with the quickness she went bad, she also was better in minutes. With a adult it seems that their health diminishes over time more and at the same time may take longer to resolve. 
5. What data did you collect to help guide your interventions? We obtained a O2 level with breath sounds which caused us to recognize that the child was beginning to struggle to breath and also the fever which caused us to give Tylenol. 
6. How did you decide on prioritizing your care? The O2 level and breath sounds were the obvious most important thing that we needed to fix quickly with the child.  This was done easily with oxygen and then fever was taken care of with Tylenol. 
a. Anything you would do differently in the future? The thing that we struggled with was safety issues that were later pointed out.  We left many things in the crib that could have been taken out for safety and also we left the rails down and walked away from crib. 
7. Describe the communication between the team?  We did communicate well in observing that the child needed O2 and Tylenol. 
a. Anything you would do different in the future?  The safety issues are something that I will recognize next time and remember. 
8. Describe how you feel you did with nursing skills?  I feel that the nursing skills were done well.  I think we recognized the signs and symptoms that needed taken care of immediately. 
a. Anything you would do different in the future?  I would hope that my assessment skills continue to grow and I recognize things more easily and connect them with problems quicker.  Also, again, the safety issues we addressed. 
9. Describe a positive thing you did in the scenario?  I recognized that the child’s sats were dropping quickly and brought them back up by applying O2. 
10. What is an area that you need to improve? Safety. 
a. Describe your plan to eliminate any weaknesses. My assessment will continue to become stronger through schooling and practice.  Also I know that safety was a issue and I will remember things such as putting rails up when leaving the crib side. 
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