Chapter 41 Activity							Angela Pennington
1.	Describe the sequence of the stages through which the family progresses when a diagnosis of a chronic condition is made.
	The effects on the parents and their responses may directly influence the other members’ 	reactions and the child’s own coping. These stages are listed below
Shock- This phase the person or family members may be emotionally numb or in disbelief.
Denial- This phase the person or family member may not believe what they have been told or 	may seek out a second opinion. They may refuse to acknowledge what they have been told.  Anger and depression can also be a part of denial.
Adjustment- The person openly admits that the condition exists. This may include universal feelings such as self guilt or self accusation.  

Reintegration & Acknowledgment- Adjustment process culminates and development of realistic expectations for the child and reintegration of family life with the condition in a manageable perspective occurs. 

2.	Describe how death is interpreted by children at various ages.
	Death is interpreted various ways at various ages.
For infants/ toddlers (birth – 3 years) there is no concept of death.  They have egocentric thinking that prevents them from understanding death (toddlers).  		
Preschool children (3-6) see death as a departure, a kind of sleep.  They view dying as temporary because they have no concept of time and because the dead person may still have attributes of the living.   Death is seen as temporary and gradual; life and death can change places with one another.  They have no understanding of the universality and inevitability of death.  They may feel guilty and responsible for the death of a sibling.  They have magical thinking that allows them to believe that their thoughts can cause an event such as death.
School-Age children (6-12) have a deeper understanding of death in a concrete sense.  They respond well to logical explanations and comprehend the figurative meaning of words.  They fear the mutilation and punishment that they associate with death.  The realization of impending death is a tremendous threat to their sense of security and ego strength.  They may exhibit fear through verbal uncooperativeness rather than physical aggression.   At ages 9- 10 they may have an adult concept of death, realizing that it is inevitable, universal and irreversible.  They are interested in post death services.  They may be inquisitive about what happens to the body.
Adolescents (12-20) have a mature understanding of death.  They are still subject to guilt and shame.  They have the most difficulty in coping with death.  They are least likely to accept death because they are discovering who they are, establishing an identity, and dealing with issues of puberty. Concern is for the present much more than for 	the past or the future.
