	What hereditary and socioeconomic factors are present in your community that increases a child’s susceptibility to health problems?

· “Erie County is the thirty-second most populous county in Ohio, and accounts for 0.7 percent of Ohio’s total population.
· 89.9 percent of Erie County’s residents are white and 10.1 percent of residents are black or other races.  2.1 percent of Erie County residents are Hispanic/Latino ethnicity.
· In 2000, the median household income for residents of Erie County was $42,746, which was $1,790 more than the median household income for Ohio and $752 more than that of the United States.” (Erie County, 2008)

	Socioeconomic status is by far one of the most overwhelming influences on health with “a high correlation between poverty and the prevalence of illness” (Perry 830).  Lower-class individuals suffer from more health problems at any one time than any other group.  Those health problems include:
· “A higher incidence of lead poisoning because of greater access to lead in the environment, especially lead paint in old housing,
· Lack of immunization of children against preventable diseases, 
· Lack of funds except for severe illness or injury,
· Commonplace of injury, and
· Inadequate healthcare because of lack of information.”  (Perry 829)
	
	How are your community’s pediatric health problems different from those of a neighboring community?
	Identify the community and make a comparison.

In Erie county,

· “In 2000, 6 percent of Erie County residents had incomes below the poverty level and 16 percent of the residents over the age of 25 did not graduate from high school or obtain a GED.
· Of the residents living in Erie County in 2004, 13.3 percent of adults 18 years and older and 3.9 percent of children 17 years and younger did not have health insurance.
· In Erie County during 2004 -2006, 22 percent of mothers reported smoking during their pregnancy, 7.7 perfect of babies were considered to be low birth weight babies and 5 infants died before their first birthday.
· 19.6 percent of third-grade children were considered to be overweight in Erie County during 2004-2005.
· Each year during 2003-2005, an average of 17 children ages 1 to 19 years died in Erie County.”  (Erie County, 2008)

	In Huron county, directly to the south of Erie County,

· “In 2000, 6.5 percent of Huron County residents had incomes below the poverty level and 19 percent of the residents over the age of 25 did not graduate from high school or obtain a GED.
· Of the residents living in Huron County in 2004, 8.3 percent of adults 18 years and older and 0.8 percent of children 17 years and younger did not have health insurance.
· In Huron County during 2004 -2006, 23.3 percent of mothers reported smoking during their pregnancy, 7.5 perfect of babies were considered to be low birth weight babies and 6 infants died before their first birthday.
· 23 percent of third-grade children were considered to be overweight in Huron County during 2004-2005.
· Each year during 2003-2005, an average of 21 children ages 1 to 19 years died in Huron County.”  (Huron County, 2008)
 
	From the above bullet points, we see that a greater percent of Huron County residents lived below the poverty level during the year 2000, and a higher percent of residents did not graduate from high school or obtain a GED.  Ironically, a smaller percentage of adults and children in Huron County did not have health insurance.  As one might expect, more babies were born of low birth weight and died before their first birthday, as more mothers smoked during their pregnancies in Huron County.  Substantially more children were overweight in the third grade in Huron County, and more children died in Huron County between 2003 and 2005. 
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