What do you think about the significance of the scene in which the Sarty sees Major de Spain’s house?
Sarty had an eye opening experience when he sees de Spain’s house.  Sarty comes to peace with the fact that his father will only be a small bother to these people in this house, simply “a buzzing wasp: capable of stinging for a little moment but that’s all” (174). Sarty recognizes that all the trouble his father tries to start will only be a bother to these people for a moment. In fact, Sarty knows that these people are happy enough to not let what Abner does to them be a big deal.  It almost sounds like he is jealous of the life de Spain has in this house. 

What do you think about how Sarty was being raised by both his mother and his father?
Sarty was raised in a split personality family. His father, Abner, was an angry man. His father was controlling and wanted everyone else to feel his misery, much like his burning of Mr. Harris’s barn at the beginning of the story. He was also a deceitful man, lying to get his way in life. On the other hand, his mother had a calm loving personality but she was weak in the sense that she let Abner control her. Considering the time period, this would have been the way of life for women but his mother barely attempted to have a say in how their family lived, how they had to keep moving because of Abner’s actions. Growing up in such a family left the Sarty only to raised by an amgry man and subservient mother. Sarty grew up with bad role models, 

What kind of issues do you understand Abner to have?


In what ways does the setting inform your understanding of the family dynamics in the story?

Why do you think Sarty was so conflicted about his father?

Why do you think Faulkner ends the story by describing Sarty the way he does? "He [Sarty] got up. He was a little stiff, but walking would cure that too as it would the cold, and soon there would be the sun" (493).


What other significant insights or questions did you have?


