Angela Greene                     March 27, 2013                                                                Website Review
I am assigned to research and evaluate the website, Medline Plus.  This website was very easy to read and use.  Here, I searched the word pneumonia.  At the top and the bottom of the website, is a search bar that I simply typed pneumonia.  Immediately, 1,392 (Medline) types of pneumonia pop up with links that explain the disease process.  Also, it gave you multiple languages to what to prevent pneumonia.  
MedlinePlus has extensive information from the National Institutes of Health and other trusted sources on over 900 diseases and conditions. There are directories, a medical encyclopedia and a medical dictionary, easy-to-understand tutorials on common conditions, tests, and treatments, health information in Spanish, extensive information on prescription and nonprescription drugs, health information from the media, and links to thousands of clinical trials (MedlinePlus).
According to our book, Nursing today, transitions and trends, the author write about how to evaluate a website using these 5 steps: Authority, Time and continuity, Purpose, Content Accuracy and Objectivity and Structure and Access (Zerwekh pg 527).
Authority: MedlinePlus is accredited by the National Library of Medicine (MedlinePlus), has a link available to view the policy, and has images, drug information, videos and a dictionary with their accrediadation listed with the link provided as well.
Time and continuity: Last home page update was March 27, 2013, links are functional and up to date, each subject (drugs, disease, etc.) are updated within a 5 year period time frame (most are updated within the past year) (MedlinePlus).  Read about symptoms, causes, treatment and prevention for over 900 diseases, illnesses, health conditions and wellness issues. MedlinePlus health topics are regularly reviewed, and links are updated daily (MedlinePlus).
Purpose: MedlinePlus is the National Institutes of Health's Web site for patients and their families and friends. Produced by the National Library of Medicine, it brings you information about diseases, conditions, and wellness issues in language you can understand. MedlinePlus offers reliable, up-to-date health information, anytime, anywhere, for free (MedlinePlus).
Content Accuracy and Objectivity: There is no advertising on this site, nor does MedlinePlus endorse any company or product (MedlinePlus), there is an advisory group that consists of doctors, public liaisons, ex-officos, infections control disease specialists, along with many other accredited officials and medical teams (MedlinePlus).
Structure and Access: This site is colorful, easy and fast to load, free from advertisement and easy to navigate and understand the information provided.  There are videos and tutorials available that are easy to load as well.
The good: This website provides useful information that is easy to navigate and understand regarding many different diseases and treatment from many different accredited sources.
The bad: The disclaimer reads as followed: It is not the intention of NLM to provide specific medical advice, but rather to provide users with information to better understand their health and their diagnosed disorders. Specific medical advice will not be provided, and NLM urges you to consult with a qualified physician for diagnosis and for answers to your personal questions (MedlinePlus).
The ugly: The liability reads as followed: For documents and software available from this server, the U.S. Government does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed (MedlinePlus).
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