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CONTENT Antidepressants REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER
TOPIC DESCRIPTOR VYenlafaxine

MEDICATION SNRI

EXPECTED Inhibit serotonin and norepinephrine reuptake in the CNS
PHARMALOGICAL
ACTION:

Therapeutic Uses
Decrease depression symptoms, decrease anxiety, decrease panic

attacks
Adverse Effects Nursing Interventions
Serotonin syndrome, neuroleptic malignant syndrome, seizures, suicidal Avoid concurrent use with MAOISs, give with
thoughts, abnormal dreasms, anxiety, dizzy, headache, insomnia, food, monitor BP before and periodically during
nervousness, weakness, rhinitis, visual disturbances, ABD pain, altered taste, therapy, assess mental status and mood changes,
anorexia, N/V, weight loss, sexual dysfunction, ecchymoses, paresthesia, assess for serotonin syndrome, autonomic
chills instability, neuromuscular aberrations, and/or

GI symptoms, monitor CBC with differential
and platelet count, assess suicidal tendencies

Contraindications

Contraindications: hypersensitivity, children, concomitant use with MAOI, severe

renal or hepatic impairment, pregnancy/lactation, uncontrolled narrow-angle gluacoma

Cautions: hepatic/renal insufficiency, elderly/debilitated, history of drug abuse,

suicidal ideation, history or existing cardiovascular disease, history of mania, history N .

of seizures, children Client Education

Take at same time each day, watch for
suicidality, avoid driving or other
activities requiring alertness until
response to drug is known, inform
Concomitant use with MAOIs, increased effects cimetidine and tricyclics, physician if pregnancy is planned or
decreased effect with cyproheptadine, increased effects with warfarin and possible,

other anti-coags, increased risk of liver injury with concomitant use of

alcohol and duloxetine, increased risk of toxicity or adverse affects, from

drugs extensively metabolized by CYP2D6

Medication/Food Interactions

Medication Administration Evaluation of Medication
Tablets: 25, 37.5, 50, 75, 100 mg Effectiveness
Capusules Extended Release: 37.5, 75, 150 mg Increased sense of well-being (renewed
Tablets Extended Release: 37.5, 75, 150, 225 mg interest in surroundings), decreased

anxiety
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