April 2, 2025

The Honorable Robert E. Latta
U.S House Representative for Ohio

The Honorable Bernie Moreno
U.S Senator for Ohio

The Honorable Jon Husted
U.S Senator of Ohio

Dear Members of Congress,

My name is Grace Catanese, and I am a senior student at Firelands Regional Medical Center
School of Nursing in Sandusky, Ohio. I am currently a registered pharmacy technician and attend
clinicals through Firelands Regional Medical Center. I would like to write to you today regarding
the current prices of prescription medications.

Working in healthcare, I see that many people in Ohio are not able to afford medications,
especially those types of medications that are life-threatening for them to live without. This
includes different types of insulin, diabetic products like sensors, lancets, and test strips, even
medications such as Eliquis, Januvia, and Xarelto. I am aware that a bill was passed in Ohio that
requires the State Board of Pharmacy to contract with a third-party entity in order to negotiate
prices, however, I feel that is not enough. Often times, customers will come into the pharmacy
and the price of the medication they’ve been receiving for years after years increases drastically
every time they purchase it. Most people even find that it’s cheaper to buy their prescription
medications out of pocket because insurances hardly cover anything.

In 2019, 54% of Ohioans were worried about being able to afford their prescriptions and an
additional 24% reported that they found it extremely difficult to afford them, and another 28%
just didn’t fill their prescription simply because the cost was too high. I am writing to you to find
support in regard to House Bill 479, the Prescription Drug Co-Pay Integrity Act. This bill that
was passed in Ohio has its benefits, but also presents some negatives as well. The bill was passed
to become more “transparent” and reduce costs of prescriptions, however Pharmacists are no
longer able to inform customers if paying out of pocket is cheaper than using their insurance co-
pays. I believe that informing someone of cheaper ways to receive their prescription medications
is beneficial, especially with medications like insulin or blood thinners that people cannot live
without.

Please consider the possibility of amending this bill that was passed, as it would be beneficial to
many people throughout the state of Ohio. Thank you so much for taking the time to read this

letter and for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Grace Catanese

394 Cleveland Rd Apt 22E
Norwalk, Ohio 44857
gcatanese22(@gmail.com
419-217-8405
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