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Amiodarone

MEDICATION

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY CLAss class Il antiarrythmic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

prolongs action potential and refractory
period. inhibits adrenergic stimulation. slows
the sinus rate, increases PR and QT
intervals, and decreases peripheral vascular

vAcictAan~n

Complications

Acute respiratory distress syndrome, pulmonary fibrosis,
pulmonary toxicity, HF, Worsening of arrhythmias, QT
interval prolongation, bradycardia, hypotension, anorexia,
constipation, nausea, vomiting. toxic epidermal necrolysis,
photosensitivity.

Contraindications/Precautions

patients with cardiogenic shock, severe sinus dysfunction
2nd and 3rd degree block, bradycardia, hypersensitivity to
amiodarone or iodine.

caution in history of HF, thyroid disorder, corneal refractive
laser surgery, severe pulmonary or liver disease.

Interactions

beta blockers can increase risk of heart failure. rifampin,
rifabutin, phenobarbital, phenytoin, or carbamazepine can

decrease efficiency. John's wart can also decrease effects.

contraindicated with grapefruit juice.

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

cessation of arrythmia.
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Therapeutic Use

supression of arrhythmias.

Medication Administration

IV: 1000 mg over the first 24
hours followed by 100 mg/ 10
min followed by 360 mg / 6
hours

oral: 800 - 1600 mg orally daily
for 1 - 3 weeks.

Nursing Interventions

give with beta block to prevent
tachycardia. monitor heart rate,
lightheadedness, dizziness,
assist with ambulation, monitor
for peripheral edema, report to
provider. monitor blood
pressure.

Client Education

facial flushing may occur.
regular dental checkups and
good dental hygiene are
needed. do not take with
grapefruit or grapefruit juice.
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