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REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

cATEGORY CLass antiarrhythmic, intropic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Increase the force of the heart contraction,
prolong the refractory period of the AV node,
and decreases conduction through SA/AV

Complications

Cardiac dysrhythmia, digoxin toxicity, anorexia, vomiting,
fatigue, and visual changes.

Contraindications/Precautions

Contraindicated in uncontrolled ventricular dysrhythmias,
contraindicated if history of AV block, and contraindicated
if patient has severe heart disease.

Interactions

Erythromyocin can increase digoxin levels, verapamil can
increase digoxin levels, and amiodarone can increase
digoxin levels.

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Evaluation of effectiveness would include increased
cardiac output and increased renal output.
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Therapeutic Use

Increased cardiac output
Slowing of the heart rate
(2) - Skyscape

Medication Administration

PO as tablets, elixir, or
capsules. lv administration can
be over atleast 5 minutes.
Dosage not included on
skyscape/AT].

Nursing Interventions

Monitor for Gi manifestations
(vomiting), assess pulse for a
full minute prior to
administration, monitor digoxin
blood levels frequently, monitor
serum potassium levels, and
monitor ECG for any changes.

Client Education
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