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REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY CLass Inotropics

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action Therapeutic Use
- Increases myocardial contractility - short-term treatment of HF unresponsive to
-decreases preload and afterload by direct conventional therapy with digoxin, diuretics,
dilating effect on vascular smooth muscle and vasodilators

Complications Medication Administration
- Ventricular arrhythmias - loading dose: 50 mcg/kg
- chest pain followed by continuous infusion
-skin rash 0.5mcg/kg/min
-hypokalemia

Contraindications/Precautions
- Hypersensitivity
-Severe aortic or pulmonic valvular heart disease ) )
- Hypertrophic aubaortic stenosis Nursing Interventions
- Assess HR and BP
-Monitor intake and output
-Daily weight
-Assess signs of HF
-Monitor EKG

JEEE IO -Monitor electrolytes

- none significant

Client Education

- Inform patient of reasons for
administration

- Not a cure but temporary

- Decrease in the signs and symptoms of HF measure to control the
-improvement in hemodynamic parameters symptoms of HF

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness
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