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REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER34

CATEGORY CLAss LOOPp diuretics

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

- Inhibits the reabsorption of Na and CI from
the loop of Henle and distal renal tubule

- Increases renal excretion of H20, Na, CI,Mg,
K, and Ca

Complications

- Electrolyte imabalances
- Ototoxicity

- Hyperglycemia

- Hyperuricemia

Contraindications/Precautions

- Allergy to furosemide

- Hepatic coma

- Electrolyte imbalance or dehyrdation
- Anuria

Interactions

- Other diuretics increase the diuretic effect

- NSAIDs can decrease the diuretic effect

- Lithium toxicity can occur

- Corticosteroids increase risk for hypokalemia

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

- Decrease in edema (Decreased weight and increased

urinary output)
- Decrease in BP
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Therapeutic Use

- Pulmonary Edema

- Renal, Hepatic, Cardiac Failure edema not
affected by other diuretics

- Hypertension not controlled by other

Medication Administration

- Given oral, IM or IV

- Give with food when given
orally

- Give in the morning or early
afternoon for second dose

- Give IV undiluted and slowly
- Store oral solution in

Nursing Interventions

- Monitor serum electrolyte levels
- If hypokalemia occurs, monitor
for cardiac dysrhythmias

- Monitor blood pressure

- Monitor for hearing loss,
tinnitus, and vertigo

- Monitor blood glucose

Client Education

- Eat foods rich in potassium

- Report any signs of confusion,
muscle weakness, irregular
pulse

- Monitor BP frequently

- Avoid driving until known effects
- Report hearing loss, tinnitus
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