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Z-Chapter 6 Online Assignment

Review the assigned Zerwekh reading along with this power point. Your assignment is to discuss
(2-3 paragraphs) the highest level of nursing education you are planning to complete and why. 
Place your completed assignment in the Unit 3: Z- Chapter 6 Dropbox by 2/9/2023 at 0800.

Throughout the history of the nursing profession, there has been a large expansion of 
the options available to nurses. These new options now include quite a bit of variety between 
different specialties, work settings, and job structure. This variety also includes more levels of 
practice for the nursing profession. And it goes without saying, that opportunities within the 
nursing profession can be largely influenced by One’s education. 

When comparing these options to hopes for my own career in nursing, I face the reality 
that I am still unsure of what I would like to do in the future. Soon I will complete my 2-year 
Diploma, and I plan to complete a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN). In fact, I am currently 
taking my first BSN course and I aim to fulfill those degree requirements within the next 18 
months. I am doing this because I understand it could further open up my options as from an 
employability standpoint as well as my options for a greater variety of choice roles. For 
example, Charge Nurses are (to the best of my knowledge) preferred to have a BSN level of 
education. I also learned that this could be important to non-direct patient care roles. For 
example, my clinical rotation with the Patient Advocate left me with the impression that a BSN 
(or bachelor’s degree in another field) was preferred from Patient Advocacy applicants. In fact, 
some facilities make it a requirement for all staff nurses. Beyond the opportunities it provides, I 
think the curriculum included in the BSN program will help shift my perspective toward a 
higher-level of (nursing-related) thinking. 

Once I do this, and once I have had some time to get acclimated as a new nurse, I plan 
to revisit my educational goals. I used to be quite committed to the idea of an MSN-level of 
nursing education, specifically a route toward a nurse practitioner role, and I am certainly still 
open to this. I am attracted to the accompanying opportunities for entrepreneurship, such as 
practicing independently, or owning and operating an assisted-living facility. However, 
throughout the journey of my current program with FRMCSN, I have realized that I want to take
a step-back from goal setting. I want to take some time to reconnect with my reasons (and 
passions) for getting into the nursing profession, and from there, decide what educational route
will best support the type of nurse I want to be. 


