
MOST COMMON SOURCES USED FOR DISCUSSION POSTS 
APA CHEAT SHEET 

 All samples are taken from Purdue OWL Online Writing Lab at 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/ 

 
Basic Format for Books 
 

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. 

Location: Publisher. 

Note: For "Location," you should always list the city and the state using the two letter postal 
abbreviation without periods (New York, NY). 
 

Calfee, R. C., & Valencia, R. R. (1991). APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal 

publication. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 

 

Article or Chapter in an Edited Book 
 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of chapter. In A. A. Editor & 

B. B. Editor (Eds.), Title of book (pages of chapter). Location: Publisher. 

Note: When you list the pages of the chapter or essay in parentheses after the book title, use "pp." 
before the numbers: (pp. 1-21). This abbreviation, however, does not appear before the page 
numbers in periodical references, except for newspapers. 
 

O'Neil, J. M., & Egan, J. (1992). Men's and women's gender role journeys: A metaphor for 

healing, transition, and transformation. In B. R. Wainrib (Ed.), Gender issues across 

the life cycle (pp. 107-123). New York, NY: Springer. 

 

Article From an Online Periodical 
Online articles follow the same guidelines for printed articles. Include all information the online host 
makes available, including an issue number in parentheses. 
 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Online 

Periodical, volume number(issue number if available). Retrieved from  

http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/ 

Bernstein, M. (2002). 10 tips on writing the living Web. A List Apart: For People Who Make 

Websites, 149. Retrieved from http://www.alistapart.com/articles/writeliving 

 
 

Article From an Online Periodical with DOI Assigned 
 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, 

volume number, page range. doi:0000000/000000000000 or http://dx.doi.org/10.0000/0000 



Brownlie, D. (2007). Toward effective poster presentations: An annotated bibliography. 

European Journal of Marketing, 41, 1245-1283. doi:10.1108/03090560710821161 

Wooldridge, M.B., & Shapka, J. (2012). Playing with technology: Mother-toddler interaction 

scores lower during play with electronic toys. Journal of Applied Developmental 

Psychology, 33(5), 211-218. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.appdev.2012.05.005 

Article From an Online Periodical with no DOI Assigned 
Online scholarly journal articles without a DOI require the URL of the journal home page. Remember 

that one goal of citations is to provide your readers with enough information to find the article; 
providing the journal home page aids readers in this process. 
 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, 

volume number. Retrieved from http://www.journalhomepage.com/full/url/ 

Kenneth, I. A. (2000). A Buddhist response to the nature of human rights. Journal of 

Buddhist Ethics, 8. Retrieved from http://www.cac.psu.edu/jbe/twocont.html 

 

Nonperiodical Web Document, Web Page, or Report 
List as much of the following information as possible (you sometimes have to hunt around to find the 

information; don't be lazy. If there is a page like http://www.somesite.com/somepage.htm, and 
somepage.htm doesn't have the information you're looking for, move up the URL to 
http://www.somesite.com/): 
 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved from 

http://Web address 

Angeli, E., Wagner, J., Lawrick, E., Moore, K., Anderson, M., Soderland, L., & Brizee, A. 

(2010, May 5). General format. Retrieved from 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

 
 
 

General APA Guidelines 

Your essay should be typed, double-spaced on standard-sized paper (8.5" x 11") with 1" margins on 
all sides. You should use a clear font that is highly readable. APA recommends using 12 pt. Times New 
Roman font. 

Include a page header  (also known as the "running head") at the top of every page. To create a 

page header/running head, insert page numbers flush right. Then type "TITLE OF YOUR PAPER" in 

the header flush left using all capital letters. The running head is a shortened version of your paper's 
title and cannot exceed 50 characters including spacing and punctuation. 

See sample paper at the Purdue OWL website as well as in our course resources. 
ABSTRACTS are not needed for this course. 

http://www.somesite.com/

