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Sandra Gruver Corbett, RN
License Number: 797157

Work Place: Memorial Hermann, The Woodlands 



Timeline of Events 

Charge 1: March 7, 2013
● Sandra withdrew Morphine from the Pyxis
● Failed to document the waste of unused narcotics 



Timeline of Events 

Charge 2: April 11, 2013 and April 12, 2013
1. Specific observations:

● Slurred speech
● Stumbling while walking
● Inability to stay focused on a task
● Eyes remained closed during conversation 



Timeline of Events 

Charge 2: April 11, 2013 and April 12, 2013
2. Potential Impact

● Compromised ability to observe patient status or 
changes

● Impaired judgment and assessment skills
● Risk to patient safety and quality of care



Timeline of Events 

Charge 3: April 12, 2013

● Urine specimen that tested positive for Barbiturates



Measures to Prevent Action and 
Promote Safe Practice

Charge 1

● Situation could have been avoided if Sandra properly 
wasted and documented the narcotics

● Patient wasn’t harmed, as correct dose was given 
and documented 



Measures to Prevent Action and 
Promote Safe Practice

Charge 2 and 3

● Charge 2 was likely due to barbiturate exposure 
● Both Charges could’ve been prevented by:

○ Not taking barbiturates



5 Universal Competencies 
Breached 

● Documentation
● Human Caring
● Professional Role
● Safety and Security (professional) 
● Critical Thinking 



First on the Scene: How Would 
You React? 

Charge 1

● Offer to witness the waste and provide a reminder to 
document

● Notify Charge RN

Charge 2 and 3

● Report concerns to Charge RN 


