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• On November 6, 2020, while Ms. Johnson was employed as a Registered Nurse in Sherman, Texas 
she was preparing a patient for a shower she stated that the “patient became combative and hit her”.  
In turn MS. Johnson then responded to the patient by hitting her/him back on the shoulder.  Ms. 
Johnson said that it was “instinctively that she slapped the patients left shoulder with an open hand due 
to being caught off guard.”  She also stated that “she immediately regretted her action and told the 
patient’s mother what happened.”  Due to her actions Ms. Johnson was required by the Board of 
Nursing to take a board-approved course in, “Texas nursing jurisprudence and ethics”.  She also had to 
take a “Sharpening Critical Thinking Skills” class.   

 

• I feel like Ms. Johnson could have prevented this in several different ways.  When the patient became 
combative, she could have asked the mother to come in and help to calm the patient.  She could have 
also turned the shower off and question the child to what was going on with her/him at the time and wait 
for the child to calm down before returning to the shower.    

 

• Safety and Security was violated due to her slapping the child open handed.  I feel like the child 
could/would no longer trust her and would fear her. Critical thinking was broken by not putting any 
thought of how she could have calmed the patient down.  Was a shower necessary at that moment?  
Was the shower to hot/cold?  Was the child hungry or not feeling well? 

 

• If I would have been the nurse to discover this.  I would have politely asked her to let me take over this 
task for her.  I would have also tried to find out what was going on with the child to make him/her 
become combative.  Ms. Johnson did the right thing by telling the mother after it happened, however, I 
would have stepped away and called the charge nurse.   

 


