
NICU Disease Process Map          Addy Perez bed 35 NICU 01/23/2024  

Disease Name:  Schizencephaly, Chiari Malformation

D.O.B.  12/24/2024              APGAR at birth: 8/9

Gestational Age: 39wk1d                      Adjusted Gestational Age: 43wk3d.

Birthweight: 7lbs.8.3oz./3410grams

Current weight: 8lbs.13.8oz./4020grams

What is happening in the body? 

There are slits or clefts there were formed on the right side of the brain that are filling with CSF 
and grey matter. This is causing extra fluid to build up in the brain and an VP shunt has been 
placed to drain the fluid into the abdomen. The brain stem may also be pushing down into the 
upper part of the spinal cord as a result of the buildup of extra fluid.

What am I going to see during my assessment?

I am going to see small head size, scars from where the shunt was place. I was able to see the 
scar and shunt from the top of the head on the right side. I was able to observe spontaneous out 
cries, the arching of the back, the inability to remain engaged in feeding and developmental delays
such as rooting and Babinski reflexes.

What tests and labs will be ordered? 

Tests will be MRIs, EEGs, CTs/

What trends and findings are expected? 

Expected findings can be small head size, decreased muscle tones, seizures, inability to 
coordinate feedings and swallowing, and increased urine output due to the DI and AV shunt.

What medications and nursing interventions/treatments will you anticipate? 

Medications to prevent seizures, infection, and frequent neuro checks. Cranial measurements to 
check for accumulation of fluid that may not be draining. I & Os and daily weights.

 


