Midterm Clinical Reflection – Leslie Boatman
	My clinical experience thus far has been an overall informative and an exciting experience. I feel as if I have learned so much already in the few shifts I have worked. I have gotten the opportunity to hang IV medications that I have really only learned about before this module such as propofol and fentanyl. All of my patients have been on vents, and almost all of them have been sedated, so I have gotten to experience sedation vacations which must be done when a patient is on sedatives. I have learned a lot about ventilation settings, as the charge nurse on my floor loves to quiz me every shift. I have also learned how to quickly do abb’s in my head, which I used to only be able to do using the “tic tac toe” method. I have gotten much better at my assessments and oral care as we have to do both every four hours. I also feel more confident in giving megs via OG tube than I ever have before.
	My preceptor is very smart and great at her job. She has precepted many nurses before me, so I feel lucky to have her as my preceptor. She explains everything does and gives me opportunities to ask questions about skills I may not have done a lot or about pathology that I may not be too familiar with. She is great with patients and their families. She is very organized, and she takes the time to read all the notes in her patient’s charts to make sure she is educated about everything that is going on and to ensure that she gives a thorough report at the end of her shift.
	I have had one very important learning experience that will probably affect how I nurse for the foreseeable future. I used a piece of equipment wrong on a patient, and many nurses on the floor had to come together to troubleshoot and fix my error. At the time, no one seemed too scared, but I was terrified. I did not want my error to affect the patient in any way. We ended up fixing the problem within an hour or two, but the lesson I learned should last my whole nursing career. From now on, when I am doing something new on the floor, I will first read the packaging to make sure I have a basic understanding of what I am using. I will also ask a lot of questions, to the point where it is annoying, and I will have an experienced nurse in the room with me when I am doing something new. Although the experience was very scary to me, I am glad I learned such a valuable lesson from it. I know mistakes are inevitable because I am human, but I want to do everything possible to keep them to a minimum.
	In the lest shifts that I will work with my preceptor in this module, I would like to work on a few specific skills. The first one being charting. I have charted a lot on my patients but would like to chart everything for my patients by the end of the 10 shifts. I would also like to improve my skills when it comes to the pump. Often, we have many drips running, and we are constantly titrating or switching bags or changing doses, and it all still feels very intimidating to me. I would like to feel more confident and comfortable with pumps by the end of the module. Lastly, I would like to get better at giving and receiving report. I feel that I should be asking questions when receiving report and writing more information down, however I am still trying to decipher what the pertinent information is. The same thing goes when giving report. I feel as though when I give report, it lacks focus and organization. I feel like I say way too much, and need to again, pick out the pertinent information. Hopefully, by the end of the 10 shifts I can hone these skills a little bit more by asking many questions and practicing, as I think those are the best two ways to get better at a skill.v
