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Building Patient History
	It is essential for radiographers to obtain a patient’s medical history. Not only does it keep the Radiologist informed of any information that should be disclosed before performing an examination, but it also let’s the patient feel in control of their healthcare decisions. I have chosen to evaluate my personal experience in recording a patient’s history when performing a small bowel series examination. 
	The patient in question was being seen for abdominal pain. The radiographer and I began by asking the patient for their symptoms and how long they had been going on for, as well as any other examinations that the patient had done regarding their symptoms. After the radiologist was informed of the patient’s symptoms and their duration, he was able to decide that a small bowel series would be performed. Like the beginning of any x-ray examination, I asked the patient if there was any chance of pregnancy. After the patient confirmed that she was not pregnant, the first KUB x-ray was taken. Then the Patient was given barium to drink. Before the procedure was able to take place the patient was questioned on her allergies, both medical and nonmedical, if she had any history of similar abdominal pain, possibility of pregnancy, if she was undergoing any sort of radiation therapy, and if she was subject to constipation. The information was charted by the radiographer and was then relayed to the Radiologist verbally. The radiologist proceeded to inform the radiographer to proceed with the exam. The information that was given to the radiologist was a forerunner in the radiologist’s final decision to continue with the exam. 
	 Each question served a purpose for both the patient and the radiologist. When asking the patient about the possibility of pregnancy, for her allergies, and if she was undergoing radiation therapy the radiologist was able to rule out possible risk factors. When the patient was asked to describe her symptoms, the duration of her symptoms, and what pervious examinations she had done, the radiologist was able to determine what the next step would be for the patient. One question that was not asked that I felt would have been beneficial to the radiologist, was family history. The patient was questioned about her personal history concerning her abdominal struggles, but she was not questioned about her family’s history. I believe that knowing if the patient had a family history of abdominal complications, it would benefit the radiologist and help to point in a certain direction for continuing patient care. 
When a radiographer obtains history from a patient, they provide the radiologist with information that will assemble their reports and their overall governing over the patient’s wellbeing and medical decision making. They provide the radiologist with tools to perform an exam and determine what exam needs to be performed. Radiographers are the link between the radiologist and the patient; therefore, it is vital to obtain patient history and information that will impact the radiologist’s decision-making process. As a student I know that I have time for improvement of obtaining a patient history. I would rate my current skills at an eight. I feel like I could have a better flow when asking patient’s questions and improve at asking open ended questions. 
