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    This paper is about the patient history technique that I used during a recent patient examination that I performed at a clinical site.  
    The examination was performed on an older lady that needed an elbow X-ray for pain. After I verified the patient using two forms of verification, I asked her some open-ended questions about her elbow that was giving her trouble. Some of the questions that I asked the patient were: how long has your elbow been hurting? Did you have an injury in that area? Any recent surgery in that area? What type of pain was she been having? Has she tried any treatments for the pain. I chose these questions because the answers would provide more information about the patient's history.
    The information that was gathered from the patient was written on the order form and scanned in. The medical history was also put in the patient chart for the radiologist to view as well. The information that is gathered from the patient will help the radiologist to know what to look for in the images, if he knows some of the background. I believe that I asked the patient all the right questions to get adequate patient history. I could have asked the patient if she would like to add anything else about her situation. Not providing the radiologist with enough patient history would have a negative effect. The radiologist could have a delay in the reading images which could have a delay in diagnosis from the patient’s physician.
      On a scale of one through ten I would give myself an eight; on the scale I rate my patient history technique an eight because I feel those questions would get some good information from the patient. I can improve my patient history skills by making sure I give a quick summary of what the patient stated, just so the patient knows that I understand the information that was given to me.
