
Characteristics of Common Dysrhythmias
Pattern Rate and Rhythm P Wave RP Interval QRS Complex
Normal sinus 
rhythm (NSR)

60–100 beats/min
and regular

Normal Normal Normal

Sinus bradycardia <60 beats/min 
and regular

Normal Normal Normal

Sinus tachycardia 101–180 
beats/min and 
regular

Normal Normal Normal

Premature atrial 
contraction (PAC)

Abnormal shape Normal Normal (usually)

Paroxysmal 
supraventricular 
tachycardia (PSVT)

151–220 
beats/min and 
regular

Abnormal shape, 
may be hidden in 
the preceding T 
wave

Normal or 
shortened

Normal (usually)

Atrial flutter Atrial: 200–350 
beats/min and 
regular
Ventricular: > or 
<100 beats/min 
and may be 
regular or 
irregular

Flutter (F) waves 
(sawtoothed 
pattern); more 
flutter waves than
QRS complexes; 
may occur in a 
2:1, 3:1, 4:1, etc., 
pattern

Not measurable Normal (usually)

Atrial fibrillation Atrial: 350–600 
beats/min and 
irregular
Ventricular: > or 
<100 beats/min 
and irregular

Fibrillatory (f) 
waves

Not measurable Normal (usually)

Third-degree AV 
block (complete 
heart block)

Atrial: Regular but
may appear 
irregular due to P 
waves hidden in 
QRS complexes
Ventricular: 20–60
beats/min and 
regular

Normal, but no 
connection with 
QRS complex

Inconsistent Normal or 
widened, no 
relationship with 
P waves

Premature 
ventricular 
contraction (PVC)

Underlying 
rhythm can be any
rate, regular or 
irregular rhythm, 
PVCs occur at 
variable rate

Not usually visible,
hidden in the PVC

Not measurable Wide and 
distorted

Ventricular 
tachycardia (VT)

150–250 
beats/min and 
regular or 
irregular

Not usually visible Not measurable Wide and 
distorted

Ventricular 
fibrillation (VF)

Not measurable 
and irregular

Absent Not measurable Not measurable

Asystole Total absence of 
ventricular 
electrical activity

Occasionally None None


