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Question:

In the adult emergency population, how does the setting of an intubation relate to the 

presence of aspiration and overall patient outcomes during their stay at the hospital.

Summary:

Intubation can be done in different setting in the hospital, but in an emergent situation, 

the risks of aspiration are greater in the emergency department than in other setting such 

as the intensive care unit or the operating room. However, there is very little research 

around the world to signify the relationship between emergency department intubations 

and the development of aspiration pneumonia according to Aspiration during emergency 

intubation in the emergency department: A review. Endotracheal intubation is one of the 

most common invasive procedures in the emergency department. It is considered the gold

standard of airway management in emergent situations seen commonly in the ED. The 

risks of this procedure are considered to increase in the ED as opposed to other units due 

to the limited time for preparation, patient instability, and the urgency of the situation. 

Conclusion:

In conclusion, it is crucial that as nurses, we take preventative steps and recognize early 

signs of aspiration to improve patient outcomes during their stay in the hospital. Since the

emergency department is considered the face of a hospital and the first line of contact for 

critically ill patients, the survival rate for these critically ill patients greatly reflects on the

standards of care used in the ED.
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