
LVN-RN Community Health Nursing – Windshield Survey

This exercise will take place as part of your community clinical experience.  Please plan to divide up into 

groups of 6 and conduct this survey together.  Be sure to note the day and time of the survey.  You are 

to drive the area only.  Do not venture out on foot to gather data.  

Each group will choose a different community/neighborhood to survey.  Communities may be chosen 

from the Lubbock city data sheet provided or chosen by the group of students. 

You will do a presentation on your findings.  Think of potential health problems for the community and 

solutions that you, as a future RN, could recommend. Please try to eliminate any bias.  Think of this 

project as if you were a member of the community.  What resources would you find lacking or want to 

institute in your community?

Survey Components Community Observations

8 Sections

People:
 Who is on the street?

 What is their general 
appearance (age, dress, well-
nourished, obese, frail, and 
unkempt)?

 What are they doing?

 What is the origin, ethnicity, and
race of the people?

 How are the different groups 
residentially located (free 
standing houses, apartments, 
homeless)?

 Is there any evidence of 
substance use, violence, disease,
or mental illness?

People:



Boundaries:
 Where is the community 

located?

 Are there any definable 
boundaries (highways, 
rivers/creeks, railroad tracks)?

Boundaries:

Location of health services:
 Where are the major health 

facilities located?

 What health care facilities are 
necessary for the community 
but are not within the 
community?

Location of health services:

Natural environment:
 Are there geographic features 

that could harm or threaten the 
health of the community?

 Are there plants or animals that 
could harm or threaten the 
health of the community?

Natural environment:

Man-made environment:
 What industries are within the 

communities?

 Could the environment or 
industry pose a threat to the 
health of community workers or 
the community itself?

Man-made environment:



 Is there easy access to health 
care facilities?

 Are the roads adequate and 
well-marked?

 What types of employment 
exist?  Manufacturing? Retail? 
Small business?  Military 
installation?

 Are there grocery stores which 
provide fresh produce, or is this 
a “food dessert”?

 Where is garbage disposed?  Is 
there evidence of trash, 
abandoned cars or houses?

Housing:
 Is the housing of acceptable 

quality?

 How old are the homes?

 Are there single or multifamily 
dwellings?

 Is the housing in good repair or 
disrepair?

Housing:



 Is there vacant housing?

Social systems:
 Are there social services, clinics, 

hospitals, dentists, and health 
care providers available within 
the community?

 Are there ample schools within 
the community?  Are they in 
good repair or disrepair?

 Are there parks or areas for 
recreation?

 What places of worship are 
within the community?

 What services are provided by 
local religious groups, schools, 
community centers, and activity 
or recreation centers?

 Is there public transportation?

 What grocery stores or other 
stores are within the 
community?

 Is public protection evident 
(police, fire, emergency medical 
services, animal control)?

Social systems:



Politics:
 Do you see any political 

campaign posters? Is there a 
headquarters present?  Do you 
see evidence of a predominant 
affiliation?

Politics:


