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 Project 8.2.2 Diagnosing Diseases 
 

Purpose 

Becoming a veterinarian is one future career option you may choose to pursue in your future. You may 
even consider it to be a more challenging career than that of a doctor. Veterinarians have to work with 
several species of animals who cannot tell them what is wrong. The animals range from common 
companion and livestock animals to birds, rodents, and reptiles. The veterinarian’s knowledge of diseases 
and the species affected by specific diseases is extensive. 

 
Due to the multitude and variety of diseases present in animals, you cannot easily learn about each one. 
Recognizing a few common diseases is important as an animal enthusiast. Research diseases to 
determine how to diagnose them. 

 

Materials 

Per student: 

 Computer with Internet access and word 
processing software 

 Project 8.2.2 Diagnosing Diseases 
Template 

 20 sheets of cardstock paper 

 

 10 horizontal clear photo sleeves for 
4”x6” photos 

 Agriscience Library 

 Pencil 

 Agriscience Notebook 

 

Procedure 

Research two common animal diseases and develop a card with information on diagnosis, symptoms, and 
treatment for each disease.  

 
1. Select two diseases from the list provided by your teacher. Do not pick the same disease as another 

classmate. 

2. Research the following information about your diseases, using the Internet and the Agriscience Library 
in your classroom. 

 Name of disease 

 Description of disease 

 Symptoms 

 Species affected 

 Transmission routes 

 Treatment 

 
3. Using the Project 8.2.2 Diagnosing Diseases Template, complete the diagnostic card for each disease. 

Be sure to leave the outer dimensions of each table unchanged. 

4. Use Project 8.2.2 Evaluation Rubric as a reference while completing your diagnostic cards. 

5. Submit the rough draft of your cards to your teacher for approval. 

6. Once approved, ask your teacher for assistance in copying your cards onto cardstock paper. 

7. Make enough copies of your cards for each of your classmates. 
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8. Carefully cut out each card. 

9. When instructed by your teacher, distribute your cards to your classmates. 

10. Arrange the card you made and the cards you received from your classmates in the protective sleeves 
provided. You should be able to insert four cards in each sleeve. 

11. Review the disease and information on each card. 

12. Insert the sleeves in your Producer’s Management Guide. 

 

Conclusion 

1. Why is diagnosing diseases a challenge to animal producers? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. What are common disease symptoms producers must watch for? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Why are zoonotic diseases of particular concern to producers, veterinarians, and public health officials? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. List three strategies that could be used to reduce or prevent the spread of diseases. 


