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 Activity 6.3.2 Puberty to Parenthood

Purpose
You have seen that hormones play a significant role in the reproductive process. While the estrous cycle is similar in most domestic species of animals, the remaining reproductive processes vary greatly among species. As a producer, you need to have knowledge of the reproductive cycle of animals you raise to assist in watching for signs of estrus and parturition. How does the animal in your Producer’s Management Guide vary from other domestic species?

Materials
	Per student:
Computer with Internet access
Modern Livestock and Poultry Production or Small Animal Care and Management textbook
Agriscience Library
Pencil
Agriscience Notebook



Procedure
In this activity, you will be researching the reproductive facts of your animal. The information you gather will be kept in your Producer’s Management Guide.

Use your textbook, the Agriscience Library, and the Internet to research reproductive information about your animal. Use Table 1 from your student worksheet to guide your research.
Record your findings on Activity 6.3.2 Student Worksheet for your Producer’s Management Guide.

Conclusion
1. Why is it important to recognize the signs of estrus and parturition in animals you raise?




Why do many commercial producers try to breed females back after parturition as quickly as possible?
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
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 Activity 6.3.2 Student Worksheet

Animal: ____________________________________________________________

	Table 1. Reproductive Facts

	Age at puberty
	

	Recommended age to breed
	

	Length of estrous cycle
	

	Duration of heat
	

	Signs of estrus
	

	Gestation period
	

	Act of parturition
	

	Signs of parturition
	

	Length of lactation (or age at weaning)
	

	Recommended length of time between parturition and rebreeding
	



image3.png
CASE

Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education





image2.wmf

