3.1.5 Animal Welfare and Me

[bookmark: _GoBack]Standard of Care for Dairy Cattle.
     It is the expectation that all animals at Chesapeake Gold Farms (CGF) will be provided any necessities for a healthy and productive life based on scientific, industry, societal and ethical standards. All employees or agents of CGF will be expected to maintain proper procedures and demeanor when working with and around our livestock and farming enterprises. Each animal will have access to clean, fresh water 24 hours a day in sufficient volume to meet their health and production and growth requirements. Fresh feed, nutritionally balanced for age and stage of production will be available for the optimum time and amount each day. Feed and water will be provided in such a manner that every animal has adequate access without conflict of space or group dynamic issues. The Merck Veterinary Manual outlines that dairy cattle feed requirements are directly related to their size, use, stage of lactation and stage of pregnancy. As a rule of thumb, the dry matter intake is about 3.5% of the body weight of the cow. However, a cow that is milking and pregnancy requires more metabolic energy than a cow that is milking but open (Herdt).
     Animals will be grouped in housing that fits their specific needs. Small calves are housed individually then are moved into small group housing with shelter from the elements taken into consideration.  Milk cows, dry cows and springing heifers will have group housing with sufficient individual free stalls or bedding pack available for lying down, resting, and ruminating. All animals will have access to other individuals of the same species to allow for social bonding. Sick cows will be separated from the main herd and placed in a treatment area with freestalls or bedding packs to allow for closer monitoring and treatment as needed. Bedding consists of sand in the freestalls and clean straw in pens and bedding packs. Bedding will be groomed, replaced and cleaned out as needed and removed from the animal housing areas to be used as fertilizer in other parts of the farming operation. All concrete alleyways will be scraped free of manure at least once per day and more during certain times of the year. All liquid manure is to be scraped into a NRSC approved manure storage system for later spreading on crops. It is our intention and goal to minimize the exposure of our animals to manure for any extended period of time or in excessive volume while protecting adjacent land and water ways from manure runoff. 
     Every animal will be properly vaccinated as per CGF protocol based on identified risks and common disease agents.  Medical care is provided daily by trained staff and an on call veterinarian.  Herd checks are routinely held for reproductive check-ups and any animal requiring professional attention will be brought to the attention of the veterinarian in a timely fashion. All medicines will be administered using proper and humane medical techniques and all label directions and all milk and meat withhold times will be followed.  Record keeping for any medical or management practices such as vaccination, dehorning, breeding, calving difficulty etc. will become part of each animal’s permanent record which is kept both electronically and as a paper copy. Best practices on a farm should be supported by sound research, which could include, milk production, feed intake and reproductive management. Research should be conducted in an ethical manner for both the animal and the product produced (milk). 
     It is the understanding that every person who works at CGF is part of a team whose goal is to facilitate the production of quality milk products in an efficient, pleasant and humane manner. Animals will be handled calmly, gently and patiently taking into account their normal behaviors and needs. Employees represent not only our farm and family but they represent all of agriculture. The perception of our business and how we handle and treat our animals is a direct reflection on all of agriculture. At Chesapeake Gold Farms, we are proud of the many generations that have come before us and we look to the future to maintain a farming environment that is both productive and ethical in how our animals are treated and handled. 
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