ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATE: Me dication

stupenT nave Marlie McMillan
viebication Acetaminophen

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

caTEGORY cLass Antipyretic, Nonopioid analgesic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Inhibits the enzyme cyclooxygenase which

Therapeutic Use

Used to relieve mild to moderate pain

halts protaglandin production. This interferes Used to relieve or treat fever

with pain impulse generation.

Complications

CNS: Agitation, anxiety, fatigue, headache, insomnia
CV: Hypotension, peripheral edema

Gl: Abdominal pain, constipation or diarrhea,
hepatotoxicity

Contraindications/Precautions

Hypersensitivity (allergy)

Severe liver disease or impairment

Use cautiously in patients with active liver disease or
impaired liver function (monitor bilirubin, ALT, AST)

Interactions

Anticholinergics (CNS Depressants)
Anticoagulants: Warfarin
Beta-blockers: Metoprolol, propranolol

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Assessing pain level before and 30-45 minutes after
administration

Assessing temperature 30-45 minutes after administration

ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATES

Medication Administration

Regular Strength 325 mg
Caplets

Adults: 650 mg gq4-6hr PRN
(maximum dose: 3,250mgQ)
8-HR 650 mg Caplets
Adults: 1,300 mg g8hr PRN
(maximum dose 3,900 mg)

Nursing Interventions

Monitor intake of
acetaminophen and other
medications to avoid exceeding
maximum dose

Monitor renal function (urine
characteristics)

Monitor hepatic function

Client Education

Teaching patient how to
properly take medication as
prescribed.

Instruct patient and family not to
exceed prescribed dosage
Educate patient on signs and
symptoms of hypotension or
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	STUDENT NAME: Marlie McMillan
	MEDICATION: Acetaminophen
	REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER: 
	CATEGORY CLASS: Antipyretic, Nonopioid analgesic
	Therapeutic Use: Used to relieve mild to moderate pain
Used to relieve or treat fever
	Complications: CNS: Agitation, anxiety, fatigue, headache, insomnia
CV: Hypotension, peripheral edema
GI: Abdominal pain, constipation or diarrhea, hepatotoxicity
HEME: Leukopenia, nuetropenia, thrombocytopenia
RESP



	Contraindications/Precautions: Hypersensitivity (allergy)
Severe liver disease or impairment
Use cautiously in patients with active liver disease or impaired liver function (monitor bilirubin, ALT, AST)
Monitor renal function

	Interactions: Anticholinergics (CNS Depressants)
Anticoagulants: Warfarin
Beta-blockers: Metoprolol, propranolol
	Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness: Assessing pain level before and 30-45 minutes after administration
Assessing temperature 30-45 minutes after administration

	Expected Pharmacological Action: Inhibits the enzyme cyclooxygenase which halts protaglandin production. This interferes with pain impulse generation.
Acetaminophen also directly impacts the temperature regulating center in the hypothalamus.
	Nursing Interventions: Monitor intake of acetaminophen and other medications to avoid exceeding maximum dose
Monitor renal function (urine characteristics)
Monitor hepatic function (bilirubin)

	Medication Administration: Regular Strength 325 mg Caplets
Adults: 650 mg q4-6hr PRN (maximum dose: 3,250mg)
8-HR 650 mg Caplets
Adults: 1,300 mg q8hr PRN 
(maximum dose 3,900 mg)




	Client Education: Teaching patient how to properly take medication as prescribed.
Instruct patient and family not to exceed prescribed dosage
Educate patient on signs and symptoms of hypotension or hepatotoxicity.


