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REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY cLass Antibiotic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Interferes with bacterial cell wall synthesis by
inhibiting the final step in the cross-linking of

peptidoglycan strands that protects bacterial

cells, causing them to rupture and die

Complications

CNS: Headache, seizures, tiredness, weakness, dizziness
CV: Edema, hypotension

Gl: Abdominal cramps, diarrhea, hepatic failure, nausea
GU: Nephrotoxicity, renal failure, elevated BUN/Creatinine
Heme: hemolytic anemia, neutropenia, thrombocytopenia
Resp: Dyspnea

Contraindications/Precautions

Therapeutic Use

To treat numerous infections caused by a
number of bacteria and microorganisms

Medication Administration

IV Infusion (Adults): 500 mg
evey 12 hours

Mild infection: 250-500mg/8hr
Moderate to severe infection:
500-1000 mg every 6-8 hours
Severe, life-threatning infection:
1000-1500 mg every 6 hours

Contraindicated: Hypersensitivity to cefazolin, other

cephalosporins or their components

Interactions

aminoglycosides, loop diuretics: additive nephrotoxicity
probenecid: Increased and prolonged blood cefazolin

Nursing Interventions

Obtain Culture & Sensitivity
tests before giving medicine
Monitor IV for irriation/phlebitis
Monitor CBC

Monitor BUN and Creatinine
Monitor fluid intake and output
Assess for evidence of further
infection (fever,cough,drainaige)

level due to renal excretion of cefazolin being inhibited

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Infection is resolved and patient condition begins to

improve
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Client Education

Complete prescribed amount of
medications exactly

Notify provider if cough,
diarrhea, general malaise,
fever, discharge, or perineal
itching occurs
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