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PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action Therapeutic Use

-Neutralizes and prevents the activity of
tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha),
resulting in anti-inflammatory and
antiproliferative activity.

Complications

-Side Effects: Arrhythmias, chest pain, HTN, Hypotension,
edema, MI, tachycardia, dry skin, ecchymosis, erythema,
flushing, abd pain, N/V, fever, fatigue, headache

Contraindications/Precautions

-Contraindications:Hypersensitivity to infliximab,Moderate
to severe HF.

-Cautions: Hx of chronic or recurrent infection, Moderate
to severe HF, Hx of Hep B

Interactions

-Drug: Concurrent use with anakinra or abatacept higher
risk of serious infections, Concurrent use with
azathioprine or methotrexate may higher risk of HSTCL.

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

-Decrease in the signs and symptoms of Crohns disease
and a decrease in the number of draining
enterocutaneous fistulas.

-Decrease in induration, scaling, and erythema of psoriatic
lesions.

ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATES

- Decreased signs and symptoms and induction and
maintenance of clinical remission in Crohn's
disease. -Reduction in number of fistulas and
maintenance of closure of fistulae in Crohn's disease

Medication Administration

Crohn's Disease: IV (Adults): 5
mg/kg initially; then repeat at 2
and 6 wk

Nursing Interventions

-Assess for infusion-related reactions
(fever, chills, urticaria, pruritus) during and
for 2 hr after infusion.

-Monitor patients who develop a new
infection while taking infliximab

-Assess for signs and symptoms of
systemic infections

-Monitor patient for hypersensitivity
reactions (urticaria, dyspnea, hypotension)

Client Education

-Instruct patient in correct technique for SUBQ
injection

-Advise patient that adverse reactions (myalgia,
rash, fever, polyarthralgia, pruritus) may occur
3— 12 days after

-May cause dizziness. Caution patient to avoid
driving or other activities requiring alertness until
response to medication is known.

-Advise patient to examine skin periodically
during therapy

-No live vaccines during.
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