ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATE: Me dication

stupent namve Lily Cook
vEpicaTion Amiodarone

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

cATEGORY cLass Cardiac agent, Antiarrhythmic Class Ili

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Inhibits adrenergic stimulation. Affects Na, K, Ca
channels. Prolongs action potential and refractory
period in myocardial tissue. Decreases AV conduction
and sinus node function.

Complications

Side effects: corneal microdeposits, blurry vision,
constipation, headache, decreased appetite, n/v,
paresthesia, photosensitivity

Adverse: pulmonary toxicity, ARDS, HF, hepatotoxicity

Contraindications/Precautions

Contraindications: hypersensitivity to iodine. Bradycardia
induced syncope, second and third degree AV block,
severe sinus node dysfunction

Precautions: May prolong QT interval, thyroid disease,
electrolyte imbalance, hypotension, taking warfarin

Interactions

levofloxacin, erythromycin, clarithromycin, ribociclib may
enhance QT prolongation. Beta blockers, calcium channel
blockers, digoxin may increase bradycardia. Herbals with
hypotensive effects. Grapefruit products

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Analyze EKG strips for arrythmias.
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Therapeutic Use

Suppresses arrhythmias. Treatment of A-fib,
SVT, or ventricular tachyarrythmias.
Management of ventricular fibrillation.

Medication Administration

IV: initially 150 mg over 10 min,
then 1mg/min over 6 hrs, then
0.5 mg/min

PO: 200-400 mg daily

Nursing Interventions

Obtain LFT, ECG, CXR if
pulmonary disease present.
ASSESS BP and apical pulse.
Do not give if pulse <60 or
systolic <90.

Client Education

Limit expose to sunlight. Report
SOB or cough. Do not abruptly
discontinue. Monitor your pulse
before taking. Restrict salt and
alcohol. Avoid grapefruit
products. Report any vision
changes.
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