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Acetaminophen

MEDICATION

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY CLASS central analgesic

Clinical: nonnarcotic analgesic, antipyretic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Analgesic: activates descending serotonergic
inhibitory pathways in CNS. Antipyretic:
Inhibits hypothalamic heat-regulating center

effect

Complications

Hypersensitivity reaction.
Anorexia, nausea, dizziness, diaphoresis, fatigue within
first 12-24hrs

Contraindications/Precautions

Severe hepatic impairment or severe active liver disease.
Alcohol dependency, hepatic impairment, chronic
malnutrition and hypovolemia, G6PD deficiency.

Limit dose to less than 4g/day

Interactions

Interactions: alcohol, hepatotoxic medications, strong
CYP3A4 inducers, Dasatinib, Probenecid

Herbal: none

Food: May decrease rate of absorption

Lab: may increase serum ALT, AST, bilirubin, prothrombin
levels

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Pain level decreases and/or fever subsides back to normal
temperature
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Therapeutic Use

Results in antipyresis. Produces analgesic

Medication Administration

Assess pain level, type and

location. Assess for fever. Do

not exceed 4g/day

IV: 1000mg q 6hr or 650mg q

4hr

PO: 325-650 mg q4-6hr
-Max: 3250mg/day

Nursing Interventions

Assess for clinical improvement
and relief of pain, fever.

Therapeutic serum level:
10-30mcg/mL

Toxic serum level: greater than
200mcg/ml

Client Education

Consult physician for use in
children younger than 2yrs, oral
use longer than 5 days (child) or
10 days (adult) or fever lasting
longer than 3 days.
Severe/recurrent pain or
higher/continuous fever may
indicate serious illness
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