ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATE: Me dication

STUDENT NAME Katelyn Milligan

MEDICATION Acetaminophen (PO) REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER
Central Analgesic, Antipyretic

CATEGORY CLASS

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action Therapeutic Use
Activates descending serotonergic pathways Fever, pain, headache pain, analgesic
in CNS. effects.

Antipyretic: Inhibits hypothalamic heat
regulating center

Complications Medication Administration
Early signs of toxicity: Anorexia, nausea, diaphoresis, PO: 325-650 mg Q4-6hr
fatigue first 12-24 hours. Max: 3,250 mg/day

Later signs: Vomiting, upper quad tenderness.

Contraindications/Precautions
Contraindications: Sensitivity, severe hepatic impairment,

liver disease _ o _ . .

Cautions: renal impairment, hepatic impairment, Nursing Interventions

malnutrition Assess for relief of pain and
fever

Check serum levels
Assess toxic serum levels

Interactions

Drug: Alcohol, hepatoxic meds (phenytoin), CYP3A4

inhibitors (rifampin) may increase toxicity with prolonged

use.

Food: May decrease absorption of food.

Labs: May increase serum ALT, AST, Bilirubin, and

nrothromhin Client Education

Consult physician for use longer
than 10 days or fever longer
Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness than 3.
No more than 4/g a day.

Assess for pain, fever improvement Avoid alcohol

Subjective and objective signs of pain
Vitals (HR, BP, RR)
Assess comfort
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