ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATE: Me dication

STUDENT NAME Destiny Romano

Acetaminophen (Paracetamol)

MEDICATION

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY CLAss Antipyretic, nonopioid analgesic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Analgesic: activates descending serotonergic
inhibitory pathways in CNS. Antipyretic: fever
Inhibits hypothalamic heat-regulating center

Complications

Liver toxicity - if exceeding max dose, N/V, loss of appetite

Gl issued: abdominal pain

Contraindications/Precautions

Contraindications: severe hepatic impairment or severe
active liver disease

Cautions: severe renal impairment; alcohol dependency,
hepatic impairment, or active hepatic disease; chronic
malnutrition and hypovolemia

Interactions

Alcohol (chronic use), hepatotoxic medications, strong
CYP3A4 inducers (carbamazepine, phenytoin, rifampin)

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Evaluate for relief of pain, fever
take vital signs and temperature
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Therapeutic Use

To relieve mild to moderate pain, to relieve

Medication Administration

PO: regular strength 325-630
mg g4-6h Max:3,250mg/day
extra strength: 2000mg g6h
Max:3,000mg/day

Nursing Interventions

- Assess pain for type, location,
duration.

- Assess for fever

- Assess LFT in pts with chronic
usage or hx of hepatic
impairment, alcohol abuse

Client Education

- Take med as prescribed

- Do not crush/chew med

- Teach about signs of
hepatotoxicity (bleeding,
bruising)

- Onset of med PO is 30-45
mins, can last 4-6 hrs
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