ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATE: Me dication

STUDENT NAME Noelle Benson

Acetaminophen

MEDICATION

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY CLASS Analgesic, antipyretic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Activates descending serotonergic inhibitory
pathways in CNS
Antipyretic: inhibits hypothalamic

heat-regulating center effects

Complications

Anorexia, nausea, diaphoresis, fatigue, vomiting, elevated
LFT, hypertension, hypertension, constipation

Contraindications/Precautions

Contraindications: hypersensitivity, severe hepatic
impairment, severe active liver disease

Precautions: renal impairment, alcohol dependent, hepatic
impairment, chronic malnutrition, hypovolemia

Interactions

Alcohol, hepatoxic medications, strong CYP3A4,
anticoagulants

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Reduction of pain
Reduction of fever
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Therapeutic Use

Reduction of fever & management of mild to
moderate pain
Results in antipyresis. Produce analgesic

Medication Administration

PO: 325-650 mg g4-6h
Max dose 3250 mg/day
Extra strength: 1000 mg/day g6h

ER: 1300 mg/day

Nursing Interventions

-Pain assessment

- Assess for fever

- Monitor labs & LFT

- Assess for alcohol misuse

Client Education

- Avoid alcohol

- Don't take more 4 g/day

- Avoid other medications that
contain acetaminophen

- Take with a full glass of water
- Can be taken w/ or w/o food
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