ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATE: Me dication

sTUDENT Nave Yana Quel
viepication Acetaminophen PO

REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY CLass Antipyretics, nonopiod analgesics

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Inhibits prostaglandin synthesis that may
serve as mediators of pain and fever,
primarily in CNS

Complications

Adverse: hepatotoxicity, toxic epidermal necrolysis
Side effects: renal failure, neutropenia, rash, urticaria

Contraindications/Precautions

Contraindications: hypersensitivity, alcohol, sugar, yellow
food dye #5, severe hepatic imairment, acute liver disease
Precautions: alcoholism, chronic malnutrition, severe
hypovolemia

Interactions

Drug: alcohol, warfarin, TB drugs, NSAIDs, propranol,
lamotrigine, dovudine

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Relief of mild to moderate pain
Fever reduction

ACTIVE LEARNING TEMPLATES

Therapeutic Use

Antipyresis, analgesic

Medication Administration

PO: 325-650mg g6hr or 1g 3-4
times daily or 1300mg g8hr.
-not to exceed 3g or 2g/24hr in
pt's w/ hepatic/renal impairment
-Administer w/ full glass of water

Nursing Interventions

-rash during therapy, pain and
fever assessment before and
after administration.
-N-acetylcysteine is antidote if
toxic or pt overdoses.

Client Education

-Avoid alcohol and NSAIDs

-Notify HCP if rash occurs

-If pt is diabetic, may alter blood
glucose level and to notify HCP
-Only take one drug at a time that
contains acetaminophen

-Notify HCP if fever is over 100.3 F or
lasts longer than 3 daya.
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