
9 Provisions Within the Code of Ethics

• The nurse practices with compassion and respect for the inherent dignity, worth, and 
unique attributes of every person.

• The nurse’s primary commitment is to the patient, whether an individual, family, group, 
community, or population.

• The nurse promotes, advocates for, and protects the rights, health, and safety of the 
patient.

• The nurse has authority, accountability, and responsibility for nursing practice; makes 
decisions; and takes action consistent with the obligation to promote health and to 
provide optimal care.

• The nurse owes the same duties to self as to others, including the responsibility to 
promote health and safety.

• The nurse participates in establishing, maintaining, and improving healthcare 
environments and conditions of employment conducive to the provision of quality 
healthcare and consistent with the values of the profession through individual and 
collective action.

• The nurse participates in the advancement of the profession through contributions to 
practice, education, administration, and knowledge development.

• The nurse collaborates with other health professionals and the public in promoting 
community, national, and international efforts to meet health needs.

• The profession of nursing, collectively through its professional organizations, must 
articulate nursing values, maintain the integrity of the profession, and integrate 
principles of social justice into nursing and health policy.


