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REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

cATEGORY cLass Antirheumatic, Gl immunosuppressant agent

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Binds tumor necrosis factor (TNF), inhibiting
functional activity of TNF. Prevents disease
and allows diseased joints to heal.

Complications

Side effects: HA, nausea, fatigue, fever, pharyngitis, vomiting, pain,
dizziness, bronchitis, rash, cough, pruritus

Adverse: Serious infections such as sepsis. Hypersensitivity reaction,
lupus-like syndrome, severe hepatic reaction, HF

Contraindications/Precautions

Contraindications: hypersensitivity to infliximab. Moderate
to sever HF. Sensitivity to murine proteins, sepsis, serious
active infection.

Precautions: hematologic abnormalities, hx of COPD,
seizures, mild HF, elderly, diabetes

Interactions

Drug: Anakinra, anti-TNF agents, baricitinib,
pimecrolimus, tacrolimus may increase adverse effects.
May decrease therapeutic effect of live vaccines.

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Monitor urinalysis , ESR, and BP. Assess for abdominal
pain and frequency of stools. Assess if s/sx decreased
since drug given.
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Therapeutic Use

Reduces s/sx, induces and maintains
remission in moderate to severe active
Crohn's disease. Tx of psoariatic arthritis.

Medication Administration

Crohn's

IV infusion: 5 mg/kg followed by
additional doses at 2 and 6 wks
after first infusion, then 8 wks
thereafter.

Nursing Interventions

Assess skin turgor and urinary
status for dehydration. Screen
for active infection. Verify that pt
has not received live vaccines
prior to initiation.

Client Education

Report persistent fever, cough,
abdominal pain, or swelling of
feet or ankles. Tx may depress
immune system and reduce the
ability to fight infection. Do not
receive live vaccines.
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