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REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER

CATEGORY CLAss ImMMmunosuppressant agent, Antirheumatic

PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action

Binds to tumor necrosis factor inhibiting
functional activity of TNF. Proinflammatory
cytokines, enhanced leukocytic migrations,
activation of neutrophils/eosinophils.

Complications

Headache, nausea, fatigue, fever, chills, pain, vomiting,
dizziness.

Contraindications/Precautions

Hypersensitivity to infliximab, sepsis, active infection,
moderate to severe HF.

Caution: hx of COPD, seizures, mild HF, diabetes, pts
exposed to tuberculosis, elderly, chronic hepatitis B virus
infection.

Interactions

Drug: Anakinra, baricitnib, tacrolimus, tocilizumab, live
vaccines, vedolizumab.

Herbal: Echinacea.

Lab: Increase serum alkaline, phosphate, ALT, AST,
bilirubin.

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness

Reduction of symptoms of moderate or severe Crohn's
disease.
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Therapeutic Use

Reduces s/sx, induces and maintains
remission in moderstae to severe Crohn's
disease. Maintains fistula closure in
fistulizing Crohn's disease.

Medication Administration

5mg/kg followed by additional
doses at 2-6 wks after first
infusion, then 8 wks after.

Nursing Interventions

Monitor urinalysis, erythrocyte,
ESR, B/P. Monitor signs of
infection. Monitor daily bowel
activity, stool consistency.
Monitor C-reactive protein,
frequency of stools, Assess
abdominal pain.

Client Education

Report persistent fever, cough,
abdominal pain, swelling of
ankles/feet. Report sx of
infections (body aches, chills,
cough, fever). Do not receive
live vaccines.
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