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PURPOSE OF MEDICATION

Expected Pharmacological Action Therapeutic Use

Acts on the brain and nerves (central nervous system) Treat anxiety.
to produce a calming effect. This drug works by

enhancing the effects of a certain natural chemical in

the body (GABA).

Complications Medication Administration
Drowsiness, dizziness, loss of coordination, headache, 2 to 6 mg/day given in divided
nausea, blurred vision, change in sexual interest/ability, doses dalily.
constipation, heartburn, or change in appetite. May take with or without food

Swallow whole, do not crush or
chew.

Contraindications/Precautions

Kidney disease, liver disease, glaucoma, lung/breathing

problems (such as sleep apnea), mental/mood disorders . .

(such as depression, psychosis). Nursing Interventions
Monitor periodic blood counts
and liver function tests. Monitor
respiratory and cardiovascular
status, blood pressure, and

, heart rate.
Interactions

Clozapine, kava, sodium oxybate.

Client Education

Do not stop using lorazepam without
asking your doctor. Lorazepam can

Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness slow or stop your breathing, especially
) ) if you have recently used an opioid
Feel calmer and reduce feelings of anxiety. medication or alcohol. Never use

lorazepam in larger amounts, or for
longer than prescribed.
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	STUDENT NAME: Kaitlyn Reid
	MEDICATION: Lorazepam (PO)
	REVIEW MODULE CHAPTER: 
	CATEGORY CLASS: Benzodiazepines
	Therapeutic Use: Treat anxiety.
	Complications: Drowsiness, dizziness, loss of coordination, headache, nausea, blurred vision, change in sexual interest/ability, constipation, heartburn, or change in appetite.
	Contraindications/Precautions: Kidney disease, liver disease, glaucoma, lung/breathing problems (such as sleep apnea), mental/mood disorders (such as depression, psychosis). 
	Interactions: Clozapine, kava, sodium oxybate.
	Evaluation of Medication Effectiveness: Feel calmer and reduce feelings of anxiety.
	Expected Pharmacological Action: Acts on the brain and nerves (central nervous system) to produce a calming effect. This drug works by enhancing the effects of a certain natural chemical in the body (GABA).
	Nursing Interventions: Monitor periodic blood counts and liver function tests. Monitor  respiratory and cardiovascular status, blood pressure, and heart rate. 
	Medication Administration: 2 to 6 mg/day given in divided doses daily.

May take with or without food

Swallow whole, do not crush or chew.
	Client Education: Do not stop using lorazepam without asking your doctor. Lorazepam can slow or stop your breathing, especially if you have recently used an opioid medication or alcohol.  Never use lorazepam in larger amounts, or for longer than prescribed.






