Hello Dr. Hicks and Class:
Please see the below response to the Week 3 Discussion Question.
Thinking about the Historical-Comparative (HC) research approach, what would you use this approach to study in the United States and why?  What would your research question be?
In the Historical-Comparative (HC) research method the units of analysis are not focused on individuals but instead on the units which the individuals represent.  As well, the HC approach is sometimes termed the Comparative Historical Method (CHM) by some authors. The “CHM is the means to find the causes of a relevant outcome or political phenomenon from the perspective of historical processes.” (Amorim Neto & Cossio Rodriguez, 2016, p. 1006).  In this qualitative method, the individuals may represent cultures or civilizations or even other societies.  In this type of research method, the researcher learns the how and why regarding a civilization.  As well, using this research method, researchers can determine how a civilization may grow apart, shape themselves or vary overall.  As noted by Scott & Garner (2013), the people who tend to do what’s called heavy lifting are the historians since it is the historians who are required to review and decide upon the historical data that is most appropriate for use.  These individuals will also be required to collect the data appropriate for answering the research question.  The historical-comparative analysis is generally used in the macro sense or in a small number of cases; historians are notified for the conduct of research; and personnel must be interviewed or observed.  Normally, qualitative research is based upon the micro-level vice the macro-level (Scott & Garner, 2013).	Comment by Charles Hicks: APA Mistake, Should be Scott and Garner
            In the United States, the historical-comparative research method could be used to study the development of this country; establishment of the various military services; or the establishment of the American government in the United States.  These would be great subjects for use of the historical-comparative method because each would require quite a bit of historical research and the actual conduct of interviews or observations of those personnel who currently hold positions today.
            Some example questions as outlined by (Allyn and Bacon, 2000) are:	Comment by Charles Hicks: APA Mistake, Should be Allyn & Bacon 

· What fundamental features are common to most societies?
· In the U.S, is race declining in sociological significance compared to social class?
· What caused revolutionary social change in China?
            An appropriate research question that would support any one of the above circumstances is “How did the United States military services come into existence and explain their historical, as well as, their current make-up? and What led to today’s ethical make-up of the United States Armed Forces?”  This question when written correctly applies to any of the above-mentioned areas.
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